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• CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL IN THE FIRING LINE AT HUSTINGS 


MPs row over the 
future of hospital 


HEALTHCARE has risen to the top of the 
election agenda in Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham, after the borough’s two sitting MPs 
traded verbal blows over the future of Char¬ 
ing Cross Hospital. 

Greg Hands, Conservative candidate for Chelsea 
and Fulham, and Labour’s Andy Slaughter, seek¬ 
ing re-election in Hammersmith, clashed during a 
fierce debate, as the 
campaign reached fever 
pitch. 

The subject took cen¬ 
tre stage last week, as 
the main political par¬ 
ties pledged in their 
manifestos to protect 
the NHS. 

And the issue is now 
proving a focal point 
for the campaign in ■ CONSERVATIVE: 
west London, with par- Greg Hands 
liamentary candidates fighting to win over voters. 

Mr Hands accused his Labour counterpart of 
“scaremongering” about the future of Charing 
Cross Hospital, after the issue was raised at a hus¬ 
tings event at St Paul’s Church in Hammersmith. 

The sitting Conservative MP said Mr Slaughter 
had been “spreading misinformation” about the 
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• By LWN reporter JACK DIXON 
jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

issue by warning that the hospital and its emer¬ 
gency departments remain under threat of closure. 

But the claims were rebuffed by the Labour can¬ 
didate, who insisted voters were being “misled” 
about the facility. 

Mr Hands said: “The Trust is in fact proposing a 
brand new hospital, with accident and emergency. 

“And whilst it is true that the concrete tower 
block, which is no longer fit for purpose, will be 
demolished, this will be only after the new and im¬ 
proved hospital is up and running. 

“The rebuilding will leave it capable of providing 
even better services in the future, becoming a lead¬ 
ing centre of excellence for elective surgery.” 

He added: “Mr Slaughter has been told by both 
the Health Secretary and the Prime Minister that 
[what he claims] is not the case, and now he has it 
from the doctors of the hospital and no less than 
the hospital’s chief executive. 

“I hope now that Mr Slaughter will stop his mis¬ 
leading campaign and start to behave responsibly, 


instead of continuing to try to spread fear and score 
points out of an issue on which he is plainly 
wrong.” 

The Labour candidate, who is seeking his third 
term in office, has made “saving” Charing Cross 
Hospital his “number one priority” for the election 
campaign, and is urging borough residents to sign 
a petition calling for a halt to closures of local hos¬ 
pital services. 

“Hands is not telling the 
truth, as always, on this 
issue”, he said, respond¬ 
ing to the comments. 
“Charing Cross is being 
demolished and all con¬ 
sultant emergency serv¬ 
ices - and 93 per cent of 
inpatient beds - will be 
lost from the site. So no 
accident and emergency, 
no stroke unit, no emer¬ 
gency surgery and no 

ITU (intensive care unit).” 

Mr Slaughter said the new building would be sig- 

TURN to page 3 



■ ACTRESS Patricia Hodge was invited as guest of honour to present the prizes at Fulham 
Floral Art group's Spring Show. Ms Hodge, right, is pictured with the club chairman and 
winner of the Take the Tube' category Maureen Lundy. Full story and photos on page 10 
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Improving standards for landlords and tenants 


Accreditation for 115,000 London homes 


M ore than 115,000 rented homes 
across the city are now 
badged under the Mayor’s 
London Rental Standard, the capital’s 
first city-wide accreditation to improve 
the experience of landlords and ten¬ 
ants. 

Less than a year since its launch last May, 
the London Rental Standard is going from 
strength to strength with 307 letting agent 
firms signed up and eight accrediting bodies 
licensed under the scheme. It has been 
adopted by 10 of the biggest names in the let¬ 
tings industry, including Spicerhaart (Haart 
and Felicity J Lord); Andrews; CBRE; 
Chestertons; Douglas and Gordon; Savills; 
Knight Frank; Leaders; Foxtons; and Stirling 
Ackroyd. 

Londoners either letting or renting through 
every London branch of these firms are as¬ 
sured that they, and every landlord or agent 
displaying the London Rental Standard badge, 
have met the Mayor’s set of core commitments 
and training levels to offer tenants a better, 
more professional service. These include trans¬ 
parent fees, better property conditions, better 
communications between landlords and ten- 
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ants, improved re¬ 
sponse times and re¬ 
pairs, and protected 
deposits. 

Thirty per cent of 
London’s households 
now live in rented 
homes, and by the mid- 
2020s the number of 
renters is predicted to 
overtake the number of 
homeowners in the cap¬ 
ital. 

In the last ten years 
the number of families 
with children renting 
in London has risen 10 
per cent to almost a 
third. Yet 85 per cent of 
landlords are not aware 
of core legislation that 
protects renters and 61 
per cent have no professional management 
training. 

The London Rental Standard is fast becoming 
an important feature of London’s lettings indus¬ 
try, helping Londoners to pick between the 
huge array of landlords and agents on offer in 


the capital. It helps landlords and agents to un¬ 
derstand their responsibilities to their tenants 
and to equip them with the knowledge they 
need to protect themselves from mistakes 
which can incur hefty costs and leave tenants 
disgruntled. 

The standard is one of a raft of measures the 
Mayor has supported to improve the experi¬ 
ence of London’s two million private rented 
sector tenants. 

This includes successfully lobbying for legal 
changes to make it compulsory for letting 
agents to join an independent consumer com¬ 
plaints scheme to help protect tenants and land¬ 
lords, and banning retaliatory evictions. 

He has also created a search engine where 
Londoners can compare average market rents, 
secured significant sums from the Government 
to help provide greater enforcement against 
criminal landlords including those who rent 
out ‘beds in sheds’, and pioneering thousands 
of new high-quality, purpose-built homes to 
rent with large-scale schemes on public land in 
Elephant and Castle and Stratford, supported 
by long term institutional investment. 

The Mayor is also helping renters who want 
to buy through his First Steps scheme, with 
more than 46,000 Londoners already supported 


to buy their home through shared ownership 
and other products. 

The Mayor has called on all remaining letting 
agents and landlords to sign up to the London 
Rental Standard, and help to stamp out rogue 
agents or landlords in every corner of the city. 

Boris Johnson said: “This enthusiastic take- 
up from agents across the capital is testament 
to the great success of our new and growing 
London Rental Standard scheme. With more 
and more of London’s workforce and young 
families now living in rented homes, this sector 
has a vital part to play in helping to meeting 
the capital’s housing needs. 

“The Rental Standard is improving the expe¬ 
rience of everyone involved with a clear code 
of good practice, and I encourage every agent, 
landlord and tenant to seek it out and sign up.” 

Theresa Wallace, Head of Lettings Customer 
Relations at Savills, said: “We fully support 
raising professional standards in the capital’s 
private rented sector and signed up to the 
Mayor’s Rental Standard at the first opportu¬ 
nity. As an industry, we are united in our goal 
to eliminate the small minority of rogue land¬ 
lords and agents who neglect their responsibil¬ 
ities and bring the industry into disrepute. “ 
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NEWS FROM HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


A fond farewell 


BOROUGH residents have said a 
fond farewell to a former council 
leader and community champion, 
affectionately known as ‘Mr 
Hammersmith’ for his years of 
dedicated service. 

Bill Smith, who died last month at the 
age of 96, served as mayor on four oc¬ 
casions between 1978 and 1982, during 
a long and distinguished political career. 

Tributes were paid during a thanksgiv¬ 
ing service held at St Paul’s on Wednes¬ 
day (April 15 th), following a private 
burial at Mortlake Cemetery. 

A magistrate for the best part of three 
decades, Mr Smith was awarded an 
MBE for his outstanding efforts to im¬ 
prove the borough. 

He served as leader of Hammersmith 
and Fulham Council from 1968 to 1971, 
and remained a councillor for the 
Wormholt ward until 1986 when he lost 
his seat. 

He also spent four years as first citizen 


and another as deputy mayor, before 
being re-elected to represent the Raven- 
scourt ward during the nineties. 

Alongside his many years in local 
government, which also included two 
terms on the Greater London Council, 
Mr Smith was a director of Queens Park 
Rangers Football Club, an active Rotar- 
ian in Hammersmith and a governor of 
Latymer Upper School for 40 years. 

“Bill was Mr Hammersmith”, said 
Tony Hennessy, who served as a coun¬ 
cillor alongside Mr Smith in the late 
seventies. 

“He was well known and quite a char¬ 
acter. He cared about Hammersmith and 
he cared about the job. He had the kind 
of charisma that not many people have.” 

Mr Smith worked for the chemical 
company ICI for 30 years before taking 
early retirement because of heart prob¬ 
lems. 

He also served in the Territorial Army 
before the Second World War, and then 
fought in the regular army during the 



to ‘Mr Hammersmith 


conflict in North Africa. 

A committed servant to the commu¬ 
nity, Mr Smith lived in the borough 
nearly all his life, before finally moving 
away from Emlyn Road three years ago 
to be nearer to his family. 

“He was extremely thoughtful and 
kind, and always gave you good ad¬ 
vice”, said Pamela Mulcaire, another 
close friend, who knew Mr Smith for 40 
years. 

“His judgement was very good and he 
was always very good at putting words 
together.” 

After 96 busy years at the heart of 
Hammersmith and Fulham, he sadly 
died on March 30th, leaving behind his 
daughter Penny, son Chris, three grand¬ 
daughters and two great-grandsons. 


■ BILL Smith, pictured at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace after being awarded his 
OBE, was remembered as a charis¬ 
matic and thoughtful community 
champion 


‘Heavenly* cash prize 
for school to help 
children with autism 


By Jack Dixon 


A SHEPHERD’S 
Bush school has 
cashed in on a six- 
figure prize for its 
outstanding work 
supporting children 
with autism. 

Queensmill School, 
which teaches young 
people burdened by the 
lifelong condition, was 
awarded £100,000, 
after impressing expert 


judges recently. 

The donation, de¬ 
scribed as “heavenly” 
by the school’s head¬ 
teacher Jude Ragan, 
came from the Pupil 
Premium Awards, after 
Queensmill topped the 
list in the ‘Special 
Schools and Alterna¬ 
tive Provision’ cate¬ 
gory. 


The windfall means 
senior leaders can now 
pump thousands of 
pounds into new tech¬ 
nology and other spe¬ 
cialist resources 
designed to support 
autistic students. 

“It was such a shock. 
You don’t expect these 
things, especially when 
it’s £100,000”, said 


Mrs Ragan. 

Queensmill came out 
on top in the recent 
awards - set up to 
recognise schools’ ef¬ 
forts to support disad¬ 
vantaged pupils 
following a tough as¬ 
sessment carried out by 
experienced judges. 

They were blown 
away by the school’s 
success in providing 
iPads and other hi-tech 
facilities for students, as 
well as its wide range of 
sensory activities, such 
as trampolines and mu¬ 
sical instruments, 
brought in to help allevi¬ 
ate anxiety - a common 
problem for autistic 
children. 

Mrs Ragan said the 
cash would also be used 
to finance a new home 
liaison worker to help 
strengthen links be¬ 
tween the students’ 
home and school lives. 

“Every time autism 
gets a bit of publicity, 
people get to understand 
it a bit more”, said the 
experienced head¬ 
teacher, who is retiring 
later this year. 

“When I trained in the 
1960s, we were in the 
dark ages. We have 
come a long way in the 


last 50 years, but there 
is still a long way to 

go- 

“Parents have a 
rough time and they all 
deserve a medal.” 

Andrew Christie, the 
borough council’s di¬ 
rector of children’s 
services, said: “This 
award is richly de¬ 
served for a school 
which makes such a 


massive difference to 
families’ lives. 

“It is also a fitting 
tribute to th e work of 
headteacher Jude 
Ragan. She will be 
sorely missed when 
she retires this year, 
but I know Queens¬ 
mill’s fantastic team 
will continue its excel¬ 
lent work.” 



■ QUEENSMILL School headteacher Jude Ragan says a £100,000 
award will help people to better understand autism. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

New Fulham cafe 
making its mark 

A NEW family-run cafe in Fulham, the Mil Kitchen 
in Munster Road, is attracting rave reviews since 
opening in December. 

Open seven days a week, Monday to Friday 8 am 
to 5 pm and Saturday and Sunday 9 am to 5 pm, Mil 
Kitchen aims to serve the best breakfast and coffee in 
the area with a day-time menu to suit all tastes. 

Conveniently situated in central Fulham three min¬ 
utes walk from the Lille Recreation Ground, and 
close to the underground network, Mil Kitchen has 
already built up a regular clientele, specialising in rea¬ 
sonably priced high-quality English and Mexican 
breakfasts, tasty all-day dishes made from quality 
produce, locally sourced where possible, home-made 
cakes and pastries made on the premises and gourmet 
coffee. 

The Mil Kitchen is tastefully decorated, providing 
a relaxed atmosphere with friendly and helpful staff 
who pride themselves on attention to detail and ex¬ 
cellent customer service. 

The Mil Kitchen has certainly made its mark since 
opening in December, having already achieved an ex¬ 
cellent rating on Tripadvisor with one satisfied cus¬ 
tomer reporting: “The most tasty brunch we have 
eaten in a long time. 


MPs clash over 
future of Charing 
Cross Hospital 

FROM page 1 

nificantly downsized and staffed by GPs and nurses 
to treat minor injuries, with no facility for “blue 
light” admissions. 

“This is not a matter of argument. These facts are 
taken from the Imperial NHS Healthcare Trust clin¬ 
ical strategy published last July”, he added. 

“The only person who has misled the public on 
Charing Cross is Hands himself, who wrongly 
claimed it was under threat in 2005 and now that it 
is, claims it is not.” 

Greg Hands is seeking to retain his seat in the 
Chelsea and Fulham constituency, standing against 
Simon Bailey (Liberal Democrats), Adrian Noble 
(UKIP), Guy Rubin (Green) and Alexandra Sander¬ 
son (Labour). 

Andy Slaughter will contest the Hammersmith 
constituency against David Akan (Green), Stephen 
Brennan (Independent), Charlie Dewhirst (Conser¬ 
vative), Millicent Scott (Liberal Democrat) and 
Richard Wood (UKIP). 
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NEWS FROM HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Phone thief 
is jailed 

A 'PREDATORY' thief who 
hunted victims in Fulham be¬ 
fore stealing their mobile 
phones has been jailed for 12 
months. 

George William O'Hare, 26, was 
sentenced last week, after snatch¬ 
ing five phones during a 10-day 
crime spree in February. 

Police say O'Hare targeted people 
using mobile devices on the 
street, before approaching them 
from behind, taking their phone 
and speeding off on his bicycle. 
Detectives had been pursuing the 
man, after five incidents were 
recorded in Fulham and Chelsea 
in the space of just 10 days. 
Officers from the Hammersmith 
and Fulham Crime Squad ar¬ 
rested O'Hare on March 16th, 
after using CCTV footage to trace 
him back to a block of flats. 

He pleaded guilty to five counts 
of theft after appearing in court 
on Tuesday April 14th. 

PC Marc Kibbey, who led the in¬ 
vestigation, said: "During the 
course of this investigation I re¬ 
viewed hours of CCTV and would 
watch as O'Hare circled, selected 
and then hunted his victims. 

"This man was a criminal preda¬ 
tor and the CCTV images show 
the calculated nature of his 
crimes." 


• NO BETTER PLACE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO DEVELOP THEIR CREATIVE TALENT 


New look Lyric Theatre 
almost doubled in size 


• By LWN reporter JACK DIXON 


HAMMERSMITH’S fa¬ 
mous Lyric Theatre will 
finally re-open its doors 
next week, following a 
multi-million-pound re¬ 
vamp dubbed the most 
significant cultural de¬ 
velopment in west Lon¬ 
don for decades. 

One of the borough’s premier 
visitor attractions, the new and 
improved theatre is due to 
open to the public on Tuesday 
(April 28th), completing an 
ambitious expansion project. 

The building’s first major 
facelift in more than 30 years 
includes a two-storey exten¬ 
sion - the Reuben Foundation 
Wing - set to house state-of- 
the-art new facilities. 

A dance studio, music rooms, 
editing suite and a 50-seat cin¬ 
ema form only a small part of 
the new wing, which has been 
tailored towards nurturing 


young talent, as well as staging 
some of the capital’s most 
talked about shows. 

“The project has taken years 
of planning and fundraising, 
and two years of construction 
work on site, but we are going 
to unveil something really spe¬ 
cial”, said Jessica Hepburn, the 
Lyric’s Executive Director. 

“There isn't going to be an¬ 
other producing theatre in 
London quite like it, and there 
will be no better place for 
young people and emerging 
artists to develop their creative 
talent.” 

Built in 1895, the Lyric sur¬ 
vived the threat of demolition 
in the early seventies, and the 
theatre’s long-awaited redevel¬ 
opment is set to give it a new 
lease of life. 

A handful of public and pri¬ 
vate partners have teamed up 
to deliver the project, with 
contributions from the London 
Borough of Hammersmith and 



■ IN WITH THE NEW: The revamped Lyric Theatre in Hammersmith will reopen next week 


art world.” 

Alongside the range of activities 
set to bring the theatre back to life, 
actors will take to the stage once 
again next week to mark the 
Lyric’s new look with a run of 
‘Bugsy Malone’ - the UK’s first 
professional stage production of 
the show in over a decade. 

Sean Holmes, the Lyric’s Artistic 
Director, said: “True to the spirit 
of the Lyric, ‘Bugsy Malone’ will 
deliver everything you would 
want and expect from a stage ver¬ 
sion of Alan Parker’s seminal 
film, while promising unexpected 
surprises and delights. We are in 
rehearsals and can’t wait for the 
splurge to begin!” 


Fulham, Arts Council England, 
the Department for Education and 
the Mayor’s Office, as well as 
major benefactors, the Reuben 
Foundation. 

The extension will see the the¬ 
atre almost double in size, creating 
a range of art facilities to support 
the team’s work with both emerg¬ 
ing and professional artists. 

An ambitious new business plan 
has also been put in place to se¬ 
cure the theatre’s future, with part¬ 
ner organisations from across west 
London playing a key role in de¬ 
livering activities for the capital’s 
young artists. 

Each of the partners will benefit 
from the use of the new facilities 
within the Lyric, while bringing 


their own funding and resources to 
deliver projects, ensuring that the 
Reuben Foundation Wing will be 
alive with activity from day one. 

Two major artworks have been 
commissioned to mark the occa¬ 
sion, with pieces by acclaimed 
artists David Batchelor and 
Richard Wentworth set to feature 
in the revamped building. 

Helen Nisbet, Art Consultant at 
the Contemporary Art Society, 
said: “The Lyric’s energy, ambi¬ 
tion and openness provided the 
perfect environment for these 
major new commissions. 

“The result is two works born 
absolutely out of the place, its his¬ 
tory and unique culture, by two ti¬ 
tans of the British contemporary 


Fears grow for missing student 


POLICE are continuing the search for 
Hammersmith College student Deeqa 
Sharif Abdighanim who has been miss¬ 
ing for more than two weeks. 

Officers say they are 
becoming increasingly 
concerned for the 19- 
year-old's safety, after 
she disappeared earlier 
this month. 

Deeqa was last seen 
leaving her home in 
North End Crescent, 

West Kensington, at 
around 6pm on April 
3rd, wearing blue or 
grey jeans, a green top 
and a black and white ® DEEQA Sharif 
spotted headscarf. She Abdighanim 
is described as 5ft 3ins in height and of medium 
build, with black shoulder-length hair. 

Police say they are keeping up the search in the 
Hammersmith area, as fears grow for her wellbe¬ 
ing. 

PC Emma Cliffin, from the Hammersmith & 
Fulham Missing Persons Unit, said: "Deeqa's sis¬ 
ter reported her missing to police and has told us 
that it is out of character for her to just disappear 
without saying where she is going. 

"Prior to her disappearance there were no con¬ 
cerns regarding her behaviour. She has not gone 



missing before. We do not know if she has access 
to money as her bank card was left behind. We 
have serious concerns for her welfare." 

Anyone with information that could help police 
with their enquiries should contact Hammersmith 
and Fulham Police on 020 8246 2815 or 101. 


One in four miss out on 
primary school places 

MORE than a quarter of families who applied for 
places at primary schools in Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham have missed out on their first choice, as high de¬ 
mand keeps the squeeze on classroom places. 

Only 73.9 per cent of applicants secured a place at 
their preferred school, confirming the borough's rep¬ 
utation as one of the country's most sought-after edu¬ 
cation hotspots. 

Families discovered on Thursday (April 16th) 
whether their applications had been successful, with 
four- and five-year-olds set to start their education this 
September. 

Hammersmith and Fulham was one of 10 London 
boroughs where competition for places saw more than 
one in five families miss out on their first choice. 

The toughest place to secure a spot was in Kingston 
upon Thames, where only 59 per cent received then- 
first choice. Meanwhile, nine out of 10 children were 
accepted at their preferred school in Barking and Da¬ 
genham. 
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Parents plan demo 
amid fears nursery 
will be shut down 


WITH more than 1,500 angry residents and 
parents now fighting the threatened closure 
of the Maxilla children’s centre and nursery, 
campaigners are accusing Kensington & 
Chelsea councillors of “social cleansing” 
and are set for an invasion of the Town Hall 
in protest. 

Following a small protest at the Town Hall this 
week, there is now talk of a larger demonstration in¬ 
side the heart of the council. 

Parents are furious that, despite an Ofsted report rat¬ 
ing the nursery school as “outstanding” and in the face 
of uproar in the community, the cost-saving council 
is to shut it down and move services to the Golborne 
Children’s Centre. 

A group of parents, children and supporters lobbied 
councillors at the Town Hall last week, presenting part 
of a petition opposing the closure. 

Maxilla Nursery School and Children’s Centre is 
set to share a site with Golborne Children’s Centre 
from September 2015. The two centres are already 
part of a single federation with a single governing 
body and the council has decided that from September 
they will operate with a single leadership team. 

The council said: “The Golborne site on Bevington 
Road is large enough to accommodate additional chil¬ 
dren and to prepare for their arrival, the council is in¬ 
vesting up to £250,000 to make sure that the buildings 
are fit for purpose and attractive. This money is in ad¬ 
dition to a significant investment at St Anne’s and 
Avondale Park Nursery School to support stand-alone 
nursery provision in North Kensington.” 

Sustainable way forward 

The council added: “A number of factors have 
prompted the move. Although Maxilla provides out¬ 
standing services for children and families its location 
under the Westway is not ideal. Its 1970s building is 
poor quality, now needs substantial investment and is 
not owned by the council.” 

There are also changes in Government funding for 
nursery places, at a time when the council is £15 mil¬ 
lion short on Government grants for the year. 

“Despite the reduction in funding, we have worked 
closely with the two centres to develop a sustainable 
way forward and fully support their plan to reduce 
overheads and free up funding to spend directly on 
children’s education,” says the council. 

“As well as refurbished buildings, the union will 
also mean that Maxilla’s well regarded speech and 
language therapy services will be joining forces with 
Golborne’s outstanding Special Educational Needs re¬ 
sources to create a centre of excellence for specialist 
services to young children. But there will also be some 
reconfiguration, including a reduction in the number 
of part-time nursery school places as the new centre 
focuses instead on places for those children and fam¬ 
ilies most in need, such as two year olds from families 
who qualify for Government childcare support.” 

The council stressed: “Not all of the part-time and 
full-time nursery places on offer in North Kensington 
are currently filled, so there will continue to be suffi¬ 
cient capacity in the area to meet demand for nursery 
places from parents. There will be no reduction in 
children’s centre services and services that were on 
offer at Maxilla will be available nearby, including at 
the Golborne site.” 

But protesting parents say the council is failing in 
its responsibilities and that the shutdown will cause 
young children to suffer. More than 1,500 residents 
have signed a petition calling on their elected repre¬ 
sentatives to rescind their closure decision of February 
and build new premises on the threatened site. 

“We would like the council to remember their duty 
to serve the local community and reconsider their 
plans,” say residents. “We believe that building new 
sustainable premises on the current location would be 


• By LWN reporter 
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the most sensible and cost-effective way of doing so.” 

The parents and residents add: “We believe that 
Maxilla Children’s Centre provides important early ed¬ 
ucation to local children, as well as activities that 
strengthen the local communities and support to those 
families most in need. We fear that closing Maxilla 
Children’s Centre and Nursery School would result in 
children, parents, families and the entire community 
suffering further economic and social disadvantage. As 
citizens of the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, we find this wholly unacceptable.” 

One of the leading campaigners against the closure, 
Ursula Lasser, who has a child at the school, told this 
newspaper that parents and residents are now consid¬ 
ering a demonstration in the Town Hall itself. 

“A protest has definitely been in our minds. It would 
be more likely to happen in the Town Hall rather than 
in the nursery, RBKC couldn’t care less about a bunch 
of families occupying porta-cabins under The West¬ 
way,” she said. 

“At the moment, the very successful model of Max¬ 
illa is that it is a one-stop shop offering a variety of 
services ranging from health services like a talking 
group for postnatal depression, to stay and play drop- 
ins, offering a range of opportunities for educational 
play, healthy snacks and a song time for language sup¬ 
port, where you can make contact with other parents, 
access childcare, a creche during adult classes, a two to 
three-year-olds’ group, a nursery school for three to five 
year olds and adult classes. 

“By continuously going to the same centre, ideally 
from birth to five, rather than to various locations, users 
feel much safer and trust more easily the staff who they 
will constantly meet. By getting to know each other 
well, it is on the one hand easier for the staff to spot any 
difference in behaviour but also just more easily to 
speak about problems you might have. 

“Many users of children centres are vulnerable peo¬ 
ple in general or just in a very vulnerable stage of their 
life. Without the continuity of a one-stop shop they 
might not open up. I really think many Maxilla users 
see Maxilla as part of their family. 

“RBKC is claiming that they are not reducing the 
children centre services but only spreading them over 
different locations but by doing this the all important 
character of a centre with integrated services will get 
lost.” 

She added: “There will be immediate disadvantages 
for the current users as they will lose the heart of their 
community. I believe this will destabilise vulnerable 
people. There is a huge reduction in free nursery places 
recently. St Annes Nursery will be merged with Avon¬ 
dale Park School. Many parents will not even consider 
it as a good choice for their 3-year-olds. The nursery 
class of St Francis is also subject to be closed. So this 
area will lose a substantial number of nursery places, 
and the borough completely ignores that Golborne will 
simply be out of reach. Siblings will still need to be 
picked up from local primary schools. In my own case, 
it would take me about a 30-minute walk one way, only 
if my then 4 year old will still be sitting on the buggy. 

“On the other hand private nurseries seem to be ex¬ 
panding. But most parents currently using Maxilla 
would not be able to afford a private nursery. So either 
the mother cannot go back to work or the family has to 
move. Together with a housing problem, this can al¬ 
ready be seen as social cleansing. 

“But I believe taking away an outstanding provider 
of education - and the Maxilla staff does really an 
amazing job in many ways - from one of the most-de¬ 
prived wards will also have a huge impact on the future 
of the children. Surely the Government and the local 
authority should make sure that the poorest children get 
an excellent start in education to make sure that they 
can achieve well in future. 

Parents and residents are now to press the council to 
institute a scrutiny committee, to re-examine the deci¬ 
sion for closure and so that council officers can be 
closely questioned on the reasons behind it. 



Singers serenade shoppers 


SHOPPERS in Portobello Road 
on Friday lwere serenaded by 
singers from the Borough’s popu¬ 
lar Sing to Live, Live to Sing proj¬ 
ect. 

Throughout April singers from 
various community groups have 
been celebrating 150 years of trad¬ 
ing at Portobello and Golborne 
Market with performances each 


Friday. Last week it wasl be the 
turn of the Response Community 
Projects SW5 singers to entertain 
traders and shoppers with a selec¬ 
tion of tunes outside the Office 
shoe shop at 206 Portobello Road. 

Sing to Live, Live to Sing is a 
fun, health programme managed 
by the council’s arts and public 
health teams which aims to im¬ 


prove residents health and well¬ 
being through the use of singing 
workshops which provide social 
and health benefits. 

During 2015 Portobello and 
Golborne Market is celebrating 
150 years of trading and promot¬ 
ing a different theme associated 
with the market each month. April 
is music month. 



Bloomsbury 



Specialist Solicitors 


Call Us For A Free Consultation 


Litigation 


IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 


Immigration 


Criminal Defences 


Conveyancing 


Intellectual Property Property Litigation 


Employment Law Medical Negligence 


Tax Advice a Planning 


Family Law Personal Injury Wills, Probate & Trusts 

17 Manchester Street 
Mayfair 

London WiU 4DJ 

Tel: 02*07 998 7777 
www.bloomsbury~law.com 
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Countdown to the London Marathon 


World’s elite face capital 
punishment - and reward 



MARATHON director Hugh Brasher, left, and Sir Richard Branson, whose Virgin empire supports the race, encourage 
participants in what has been described as the greatest race on Earth Photo by Nils Jorgensen/REXShutterstock 


By Geoff Baker 

WEATHERMEN are forecasting 
ideal running conditions for the 
greatest race on Earth on Sunday 
- predicting a not-hot day to help 
the chances of record-busting 
times in the London Marathon. 

Forecasters at the Met Office are prom¬ 
ising good news for the 36,000 runners - 
with a gentle wind to help keep the smog 
at bay. 

“Runners will be looking for a fine 
spring day to help them get around the 
course,” says the Met Office. “A mild, but 
not hot, day with a light breeze will help 
those charity runners who will still be 
completing the course past noon. 

“Those conditions will also help the 
professional runners get around the 
course in world-record time - as we saw 
in 2002 when Khalid Khannouchi shaved 
a few seconds off his own world-record.” 

Good spring weather will be a relief to 
veterans of the 2007 marathon, when tem¬ 
peratures shot up to 22C and caused 
greater demand for the 750,000 bottles of 
water that are distributed on race day. On 
a hot and humid day a runner can lose 
four litres of fluid through sweat and ex¬ 
halation. 

It’s good news too for the world’s 
greatest men’s marathon runners, who 
will go head-to-head over the marathon 

Are you or your friends and family 
running the marathon? Send us 
your photos to be part of our full 
marathon report in next week's 
paper. Email your pictures to 
editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

distance for the first time when they clash 
in the 35th London Marathon. 

Former world-record holder Wilson 
Kipsang will defend his London title in a 
mile-by-mile fight with fellow Kenyan 
Dennis Kimetto, the man who made his¬ 
tory last year when he broke Kipsang’s 
record to become the first man ever to run 
26.2 miles in less than two hours, three 
minutes. 

Kimetto, who clocked 2:02:57 in last 
September’s Berlin Marathon, will make 
his London debut on Sunday, while Kip¬ 
sang takes on the iconic course for the 
fourth time having won in 2012 and 2014. 
The two are training partners in the 
Kenyan town of Iten but have never faced 
each other over the marathon distance. 

Kipsang, who set the former world 
record of 2:03:23 at the Berlin Marathon 
in 2013, broke the London course record 
last year when he won in 2:04:29. Now he 
is aiming to become only the fourth man 
in the event’s 35-year history to claim a 
hat-trick of London titles. The 32-year- 
old has won eight marathons in his career, 
including his last three races, and was 
crowned the 2013-2014 World Marathon 
Majors champion after winning the 2014 
New York City Marathon last November. 

“I would love to join the London 
Marathon legends by winning a third 
title,” said Kipsang, who took the bronze 
medal at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games. “London always has the best 
fields but with Dennis in the line-up this 
year it promises to be a bruising battle. I 


certainly won’t give up my title without 
a fight, but let’s see who has the knock¬ 
out blow.” 

The 30-year-old Kimetto, a relative 
latecomer to world-class distance run¬ 
ning, ran the fastest ever debut marathon 
when he finished second in Berlin in 
2012. He has since won three World 
Marathon Majors races, taking victory at 
the 2013 Tokyo and Chicago marathons 
before last year’s triumph in the German 
capital when he averaged four minutes 41 
seconds per mile to break the historic 
2:03 barrier. 

“I broke Wilson’s world record in 
Berlin last year and now I want his Lon¬ 
don Marathon crown,” said Kimetto. “I 
am relishing the chance to face my friend 
over the famous course. I know it won’t 
be easy but I am confident I can go the 
distance whatever he throws at me.” 

Virgin Money London Marathon race 
director Hugh Brasher said: “Having the 
current and former world-record holders 
in the same race, going stride for stride 
for the first time, is a real coup for us on 
our 35th anniversary, and a thrilling 
prospect for marathon fans. 

“Wilson is familiar with our course 
and showed last year why he is already 
regarded as one of the greatest marathon 
runners of all time. But Dennis arrives as 
a history-maker after making headlines 
around the world a few months ago. It 
would take a brave man to predict which 


one will be left standing on Sunday.” 

For the women’s title, Edna Kiplagat 
will face two former champions and the 
fastest half marathon runner in history 
when she defends her title. The double 
world champion sprinted to victory on 
The Mall last year, beating half marathon 
world record holder Florence Kiplagat - 
no relation - by just three seconds, in the 
closest women’s race for 17 years. The 
two Kiplagats will meet again when they 
face the 2013 champion, Priscah Jeptoo, 
and Mary Keitany, who topped the Lon¬ 
don Marathon podium in 2011 and 2012. 

“Winning my first London Marathon 
title on my fourth attempt last year was a 
special moment for me,” said Edna 
Kiplagat, the 35-year-old defending 
champion, who was third on her London 
debut in 2011 and twice a runner-up be¬ 
fore her 2014 triumph. 

“Now I have tasted success in London, 
I am determined to win again. But I know 
it will be tougher than ever in 2015. Flo¬ 
rence will be hungry to win after getting 
so close last year, and both Priscah and 
Mary will be doing their best to regain 
the number one spot.” 

British interest will be high as world 
record holder and three-time London 
champion Paula Radcliffe says farewell 
to marathon running. Other British run¬ 
ners are Sonia Samuels, a top 20 finisher 
at the Moscow 2013 World Champi¬ 
onships, elite late-comer Emma Stepto, 


who was 14th last year at the age of 44, 
and Rebecca Robinson, who ran for 
Britain at the 2010 European Champi¬ 
onships after finishing 18th in the Lon¬ 
don Marathon that year. 

Brasher said: “Once again we are de¬ 
lighted to be able to announce one of the 
strongest women’s marathon fields ever 
seen.” 

A framed painting, a runner dribbling 
two basketballs, a telephone box, a life¬ 
guard, a leprechaun, characters from Toy 
Story and a man carrying an 801b pack 
are among more than 100 runners at¬ 
tempting to set new Guinness world 
records this year. 

Runners choosing to target a Guinness 
World Records title not only have to cope 
with running in an obstructive costume, 
being tied to other runners or weighing 
themselves down but also have to beat 
some incredible times to become a record 
holder. This year will see nine runners - 
from cowboys to a man wearing a 201b 
pack - looking to beat a time of three 
hours. Other sub-three-hour hopefuls in¬ 
clude a lifeguard, a leprechaun, an ani¬ 
mal, a vegetable, a boxer and a nurse. 

Team-running has become an ex¬ 
tremely popular category in recent years, 
and the accolade of Fastest marathon in 
a three-person costume has been hotly 
contested. This year, Andy Church, 51, 
Heather Smith, 49 and 40-year-old Laura 
Jones, from Witney, Oxfordshire will be¬ 
come Buzz Lightyear, Jessie and Woody 
and run in Andy’s toy box from the hit 
film Toy Story. The trio have a time of 
five hours 45 minutes to beat, and will be 
raising funds for Action Pulmonary Fi¬ 
brosis, after losing a friend and a former 
London Marathon runner to the condi¬ 
tion. 

Perhaps the most gruelling attempt this 
year is the one being undertaken by Marc 
Jenner of Tunbridge Wells. The 39-year- 
old is no stranger to fancy dress and has 
run before as a Rhino and as Bagpuss in 
two of his 15 marathon outings. This year 
he is attempting the fastest marathon 
wearing an 801b pack record of 5 hours, 
58 minutes and 58 seconds. 


But if 26 miles 
seems a bit of 
a tall order... 

W ith the countdown to the 
London Marathon now 
well under way, the 
capital is awash with excited 
runners cramming in their last few 
miles before the big day. 

However, some Londoners are 
preparing for a very different kind 
of race. On May 24, thousands of 
runners of all ages and abilities - 
from elite athletes to children and 
families - will cross the finishing 
line on The Mall having taken part 
in the most famous mile in the 
world. 

This year is the third anniversary 
of the BUPA Westminster Mile, a 
unique event organised by 
Westminster City Council in 
partnership with the London 
Marathon and the Royal Parks 
which first took place in 2013 as 
part of the drive to build on the 
capital’s Olympic and Paralympic 
legacy. 

By last year, the race had become 
the largest one-mile event in the 
world, with nearly 6,000 
participants pounding the famous 
route around St James’ Park. 

Cllr Steve Summers, Westminster 
City Council cabinet member for 
sports, leisure and open spaces, 
said: “In just a few days’ time, 
marathon fever is set to grip the 
capital as thousands of people run 
the gruelling 26-mile route. If 
you’re inspired but want to try 
something slightly less daunting, 
the Westminster Mile is the perfect 
solution. 

“You can still register to take part 
in a race that passes some of 
London’s spectacular sights before 
finishing in the footsteps of the 
marathon runners on the Mall. What 
better way to spend what we hope 
will be a glorious May bank 
holiday.” 

The 2015 BUPA Westminster 
Mile will commemorate athletics 
legend Steve Cram’s great mile 
record, which was set in 1985 and 
remains a British and European 
record today. The race will also act 
as the official British Athletics 
One-Mile Road Age Group 
Championships and the winners of 
the under-15, under-17 and 
under-20 Junior Championship 
races will be rewarded with Adidas 
sponsorship. 

The event has been backed by the 
phenomenally successful This Girl 
Can campaign, which aims to 
encourage more women to take part 
in sport. A female-only event is one 
of a series of races taking place 
throughout the day. 

For more information, including 
how to register, visit the website 
www.bupawestminstermile .co .uk 



WILSON Kipsang celebrates victory last year. Photo by BPI/REXShutterstock 
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A GUIDE TO THE BEST PLACES TO EAT, DRINK & WATCH THE LONDON MARATHON 2015 
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Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


Rompski of Fulham 

Eftl If65 

611* FuVum Ac*d London SW6 SuO 
fal: 020 7731 3220 

Quality Hay Cutting. Shot Ropaim and 
SHo* Salto 

Buy a pair of Baftoar* or Chaanay Ltalftar 
Shot* from our rtngt and wo II gtvt you a 
•hoi repair sip to I Ha vatu# of C4S 
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Good luck to Nicole of 
Dean Wilson Family 
Directors, running the 
Marathon for 
Mind Charity. 

0208 331 1111 


w 

WE STOCK CLASSIC LINES 
SIZES 10-22 


GOOD LUCK to 
Jonathan Bowden 


69 Wilton Road, Victoria SW1V IDE 

t: 020 7834 6933 
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• Breakfasts • Tea and Coffee 
• Paninis • Pasta 

Telephone orders welcome 
4 Palace Street, London SW1E 5HY 

0207 8347 119 



oblhty Centre 


Phone for FREE brochure 


020 8676 0944 


195 High Street Penge, London SE20 7PF 


New & Used Scooters 
New from £490 


• Telephone orders welcome • Same day home repairs 
• Stairlifts, Bathlifts • Punctures and batteries 
• Call for free brochure 


Manzano's 

Latin American Bistro 

with a Basement winebar/lounge offering 
authentic Colombian food, inc the best Colombian 
Empanadas and Chorizo in the UK 
Exclusive shabby chic basement bar playing Salsa 
and serving some South American drinks. 
Original and authentic experience in Greenwich. 

135-137 Trafalgar Road 
Greenwich, SE10 9TX 
020 3609 6111 
www.manzanosbistro.com 


AVAILABLE 
TO HIRE 


Cash Loans £100-£500 
Pimlico Finance 

020 7834 791 0 
020 7821 1 624 
07956 321 420 

Weekly and Monthly 
Home Collections 
Or Bank Standing Order 
Monthly Arrangements 
CHEQUES CASHED 
78 Lupus Street, Pimlico, 
London SW1V 3EL 
Written Quotations Available 
info@pimlicofinance.com 


SENSURU 

Japanese Cuisine 

Sushi/Sashimi - Tempura - Japanese Hot Pot y 1 

020 8269 2833 

'Vvy our Delicious Sunday Buffet 
Sunday: < 5 . 30 pm- 10 pm 
Adult: £ 20.99 Children: £ 11.99 
CPCA): Xuesday-Sunday 3 pm- 11 pm 
FREE DELIVERY (on orders over £15) 

139 Woolwich Road, Greenwich, SE10 ORJ 

www.sensuru.co.uk 

Good Luck to all Marathon Runners 
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neSTAUllANT & DAN 


0207 735 2220 

82 Kenninston Road, 
SE11 6NL, London 


• Traditional Turkish Restaurant 
• Seating for 100 people 

1 High quality food • Great atmosphere 
• Excellent service 

• Freshly cooked food to order 

• Fully Licensed 


Opening hours 7 days a week, 12pm-11pm 


r 





285 Greenwich High Road, London SE10 8NB 

020 8305 0799 


The Opening times are 
Monday-Friday 7am-5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 8am-5.30pm 
Our breakfast menu is available all day. 
We also have a lunch menu and weekly 
specials which are renewed every week. 




10% off your Meal 

when you show this advert in the cafe 
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Racing on the Round Pond 


THE Model Yacht Sailing 
Association (MYSA) is host¬ 
ing the Metropolitan and 
District Championship at 
The Round Pond in Kensing¬ 
ton Gardens on Sunday, 
April 26th, starting at 10 am. 

The event will bring some of 
the most competitive model 
yacht skippers from the South 
East to London and spectators 
can expect some thrilling race 
action. 

The MYSA is the oldest model 
yacht club in the country - it 
was established in 1876, and it 
continues the long and rich his¬ 
tory of model boat sailing in 
London’s Royal Parks. 

Thomas Deinet, commodore 
of the MYSA said: “We look 
forward to welcoming skippers 
from all over the country at the 


event. We will sail Ten Rater 
yachts, a class at the cutting 
edge in sail and hull design; they 
are among the fastest, largest 
and most graceful of model 
yachts.” 

The MYSA has one of the 
most modern Ten Rater fleets in 
the country, and the commodore 
clearly hopes that one of the 
club members will bring the tro¬ 


phy home. 

The Round Pond in front of 
Kensington Palace is a fantastic 
venue for model boating, a great 
hobby for young and old. The 
MYSA members meet every 
Sunday at 10:30 am, more infor¬ 
mation is available on their web¬ 
site at www.mysa.org.uk and 
new members are always wel¬ 
come. 



£25 million redevelopment for 
the Royal College of Music 


THE Royal College of Music (RCM), a world 
leader in music education, today announces plans 
to transform its building in the heart of London’s 
South Kensington. 

Renowned architect John Simpson has been ap¬ 
pointed to reimagine the RCM site opposite the 
Royal Albert Hall, and planning permission is 
being sought for a two-year programme of works 
to start in 2016. 

The £25 million redevelopment is a significant 
investment in professional music education in the 
UK and the reconfiguration of the RCM will ben¬ 
efit both students and visitors to the iconic building. 
HRH The Prince of Wales has agreed to be Patron 
of the RCM’s More Music campaign to fund the 
building development. 

Development plans centre on the open courtyard 
space that sits at the heart of the RCM’s Prince 
Consort Road campus. The scheme will facilitate 
the creation of two new flexible and technologi¬ 
cally-advanced performance spaces for rehearsals, 
masterclasses, performances, community work¬ 
shops, exhibitions and collaborative music-making 
of all descriptions. The RCM’s Museum of Music 
will also benefit from a new, permanent and acces¬ 


sible home further strengthening the RCM’s public 
engagement. The development of the RCM’s court¬ 
yard will maintain the college’s status as a world 
leader in music education; strengthen the RCM as 
a cultural venue of national and international sig¬ 
nificance; and create a greatly enhanced environ¬ 
ment that inspires students, professors, visiting 
musicians and the tens of thousands of visitors who 
come to the RCM building each year. 

Creative Pioneers 

Professor Colin Lawson, Director of the Royal 
College of Music, said; “This is a vital develop¬ 
ment for the RCM. We have always been a home 
for creative pioneers and our physical spaces must 
keep pace with our artistic ambitions. The devel¬ 
opment of our courtyard space will radically en¬ 
hance our facilities. 

“John Simpson Architects provide an exceptional 
understanding of manipulation of space, light and 
material, and have designed a new building that 
will stand alongside and acknowledge the historic 
importance and quality of our original buildings. 
The new building will transform both the student 
and visitor experience.” 


Library celebrates World Book Day 



THE Royal Borough’s libraries will 
mark World Book Day next Thurs¬ 
day, Apri 23rdl by hosting a special 
author event at Kensington Central 
Library, W8. 

Lucinda Hawksley (pictured), 
writer and lecturer on art history 
and 19th century history and great- 
great-great-granddaughter of 
Charles Dickens, will talk about 
‘Dickens and Poverty’. 

The event, which runs from 
6.30pm to 8pm, is free but booking 


is required. For information on how 
to book go to 

www.rbkc.gov.uk/libarary or email 
libraries @rbkc .gov.uk 
Lucinda, is patron of the Charles 
Dickens Museum in London and 
has written more than 20 books in¬ 
cluding biographies on the pre- 
Raphaelite muse Lizzie Siddal, 
Charles Dickens, and one of his 
children Katey who was a cele¬ 
brated 19th century artist. 


Managers Specials 

• Bathroom Suites From £299 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Taking time to volunteer 
brings its own rewards 


Utft 25. AroOTfc* 1 Buenos Haik 
Ham Lare. Qr&tfrtct 1 5E1DCRT 


0208293 5884 


Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


Comfort height Toilet £99 

Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 



W hat do organisations as 

different as hospices, hos¬ 
pitals, sports clubs, chari¬ 
ties, places of worship, museums 
and youth groups have in com¬ 
mon? 

Well, they all carry out valued and im¬ 
portant work in and for the borough, 
that’s for sure - but it strikes me that one, 
sometimes overlooked, thing that con¬ 
nects them all is their reliance on the man 
or woman who gives up their precious 
time to work for them - the volunteer. 

Believe me, throughout my time as a 
councillor, and even more so as leader of 
the Council, I have seen at first hand the 
importance of volunteers’ efforts and met 
many of them, from all walks of life, tak¬ 
ing on a whole host of responsibilities to 
make a difference to people’s lives. 

As a Council we completely understand 
this and that’s why we’ve maintained the 
level of funding for voluntary and com¬ 
munity groups even though money has 
been tight for us. But I don’t want to bang 
that particular drum just now. What I 
want to do is put a date in your diaries in 
good time and for a good reason. 

The first week in June is Volunteers’ 
Week. A national campaign to flag up the 
great work volunteers’ do and even more 
importantly to show everyone what op¬ 
portunities are out there and how you can 


get involved. 

So please take some time to think about 
how you could make a difference. It could 
be that you have a particular skill or spe¬ 
cialism that a local group or organisation 
needs - from accountancy to a clean driv¬ 
ing licence, from a sports coaching skill to 
being a good listener or to just being a re¬ 
liable pair of hands, you will have some¬ 
thing to offer. 

Given that I see the work of so many 
groups across the borough and meet many 
dedicated and inspiring volunteers I’m 
loath to single one out so I’d ask anyone 
who wants to find out if there’s a group or 
organisation they could get involved with 
and what type of person they are looking 
for to contact the borough’s volunteer cen¬ 
tre at 020 8960 3722 or visit www.volun- 
tarywork.org.uk 

We take volunteering seriously in the 
borough. Because of this we will be 
launching Team Kensington and Chelsea 
during Volunteers’ Week, to make it eas¬ 
ier for people to get involved locally and 
increase volunteering across the borough. 
Watch this space for further information 
about this nearer the time. 

It’s also worth saying that many volun¬ 
teers I have spoken to say how fulfilling it 
is and how much they get from being able 
to help others. So perhaps it’s something 
you could imagine yourself doing? If so - 
get in touch. 




THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Schools and families 


Too busy to spend time with the kids? 


Tennis is the answer says Judy Murray 


SHAMING new research has revealed the 
bleak state of poor parenting in London 
with parents saying they are “too busy” to 
spend more than half an hour a day with 
their children. 

The research shows that many of the capital’s chil¬ 
dren get a poor deal from their parents - who believe 
that their work is more important than their kids. 

An alarming 60 per cent of London parents have 
confessed that of the 21 mealtimes each week, only 
four are shared together as a family. 

The research, based 
on a survey of 2,000 
parents conducted by 
Highland Spring, 
shows that family 
life is failing in Lon¬ 
don. 

Five years ago, the 
Office for National 
Statistics revealed 
that London families 
spent an average of 
49 minutes together 
each day. 

Now family time 
has dropped off even 
more, with parents 
admitting that they 
only spend an aver¬ 
age of 32 minutes 
each day with their children - and that is mainly 
spent watching TV. 

“One in four London parents admit they're too 
busy to spend time with their kids due to the all-too 
familiar pressures of work,” said a spokesman for 
the researchers. 

“The study into the daily life and routines of 2,000 
British families, showed long working hours, 
lengthy commutes and getting in from work ex¬ 
hausted has led to more than a quarter of mums and 
dads constantly feeling they don't get enough time 
to spend with their children. 

“In fact, the average family gets just 32 minutes a 
day together 'undistracted' - time where they feel 
they actually bond together and catch up without 
gadgets or routines getting in the way. 


“That amount does rise at the weekends but still 
remains small - just one hour 15 minutes was the av¬ 
erage amount of quality time that families get to¬ 
gether properly, with just over three hours in a whole 
weekend.” 

“Six in ten said they struggle to get the family to¬ 
gether as a whole with just four meals a week eaten 
together as a family - often with the kids eager to 
get down from the table and back to their gadgets,” 
said the spokesman. 

But now researchers claim to have come up with 
a solution for failing families - tennis. 

Highland Spring conducted 
the research to mark the launch 
of its 'Everyone for Tennis' cam¬ 
paign, fronted by Judy Murray 
and backed by the Lawn Tennis 
Association. The campaign 
calls on 10,000 families to get 
active together this summer. 

Andrea McQuaid, Head of 
Brand Marketing at Highland 
Spring, said: "This research 
shows that we are now busier 
than ever with long commutes 
and hectic individual routines. 

"A third of parents told us that 
despite good intentions, they are 
simply too tired to be as active 
with their children as they'd like 
to be. But the appetite for change 
is there and now is the perfect 

time to act. 

"Eighty-six per cent of families say they are al¬ 
ways on the lookout for activities they can do to¬ 
gether as a whole family and four in ten try to play 
sports or outdoor games together as a group." 

And, while the most common way to spend family 
time proved to be watching a film or television to¬ 
gether, fourth on the list was outdoor activities, 
while making a conscious effort to put down the 
gadgets also made the top ten. 

"That's what our new 'Everyone For Tennis' cam¬ 
paign is about," said Andrea McQuaid. 

"We want to support and inspire 10,000 families 
to get active, adopt better hydration habits and have 
fun together." 

Results exposed long and sometimes antisocial 



■ FRONTING the Everyone for Tennis cam¬ 
paign - Judy Murray 


Opera singer in Te Deum with school choir 


WORLD renowned opera singer Iestyn Davies 
will be joining the Schola Cantorum of the Car¬ 
dinal Vaughan Memorial School and the period 
instrument ensemble Spiritato! in Te Deum at St 
John’s, Smith Square on Wednesday April 29th 
at 7.30pm. 

This will not be the first time that Cardinal 
Vaughan has performed at St John’s, Smith 
Square. The school has a long tradition of 
singing and the 
school’s choirs regu¬ 
larly appear at Lon¬ 
don’s major churches 
and concert halls. A 
masterpiece of English 
Baroque architecture, 
St John’s will be the 
perfect venue for the 
concert’s spectacular 
programme of 17th 
and 18th century Eng¬ 
lish and French 
Baroque Music. 

Concert conductor and director of music at 
Cardinal Vaughan, Scott Price, said: “We are 
very excited about the prospect of working with 
Iestyn Davies, one of the most in demand singers 
in the world and also of giving our first concert 
with early music group Spiritato! It promises to 
be a wonderful evening.” 

Ticket prices range from £10 to £20 (with a 


lOper cent discount available for concessions). 
They are available to buy from St John’s, Smith 
Square on 0207 222 1601 or online at 
www.sjss.org.uk. 



■ THE Schola Cantorum of the Cardinal 
Vaughan Memorial School 



■ IESTYN Davies 



working hours and keeping up with chores as the 
biggest blocks to family time. 

More than half of parents said that when they do 
get together, it's normally spent in silence in front of 
the TV, at the cinema, playing computer games or 
glued to a mobile or tablet. 

More than half of parents regularly struggle to get 
their children out of their bedrooms or away from 
gadgets like consoles and phones, while more than 
three quarters of those studied were familiar with the 
problem. 

Judy Murray, who is fronting the Highland Spring 
campaign, said: "The research shows there is a need 
to break out of existing routines and into more active 
lifestyles. Despite the struggle of the daily grind, 
families everywhere have strong appetites for out¬ 
door games. 


SUPPORTED BY THE FOUNDATION TRUST 

Council of Governors 


"Tennis can be played almost anywhere with a lit¬ 
tle bit of creativity and imagination. Our first 'court' 
was our driveway at home, with two chairs and a 
piece of rope for the net, and the boys' first 'match' 
was hitting balloons to each other across the sofa. 

"It's a great way to develop your child's physical 
and coordination skills. Always start simple and 
achievable. Success brings confidence, but be ready 
to increase the challenge when something is too 
easy. Be encouraging and demonstrate how to do 
things. Kids learn best by copying. 

"With free Mini Tennis sessions taking place 
across the country throughout April as part of 
Highland Spring Mini Tennis Month and a sum¬ 
mer of tennis just around the comer, it's the perfect 
opportunity to get active and into te nni s." 


Chelsea and Westminster Hospital WI3 

NHS Foundation Trust 
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Floral art in bloom 


Actress presents prizes at floral art group’s spring show 



LONDON life was the theme of the Ful¬ 
ham Floral Art Group’s recent spring 
show, which featured displays from some 
of the borough’s most creative floral de¬ 
signers. 

Actress Patricia Hodge most recently 
seen in Miranda Hart’s comedy series, 
was invited as guest of honour to present 
the prizes during last week’s event at the 
United Reformed Church in Fulham. 

The group, now in its 51st year, marked 


by Jack Dixon 

the occasion with a range of unique dis¬ 
plays celebrating day-to-day life in the 
capital. 

Fulham floral chairman Maureen 
Lundy was among the winners, after im¬ 
pressing the judges with her take on Pic¬ 
cadilly Circus. 

Heather Miller, Patricia Wilkinson and 
Jill Traverso were also presented with 


prizes, along with John McMahon, who 
came out on top in the ‘shopping bag’ 
challenge. 

“It was a moment of inspiration”, said 
Mr McMahon. “I am so happy with the 
win - it has been an amazing first year at 
the club.” 

Marion Rivenell and her mother, of the 
same name, shared the prestigious Rose 
Bowl, after achieving the highest overall 
scores. 



■ ACTRESS Patricia Hodge (left) presented Heather Miller with her ■ PATRICIA Hodge (left) with joint winners of the overall points score Ms Marian Rivenell (centre, left) and Mrs Marian 
prize, after she came out on top in the liberty' category. Rivenell (centre, right) and club chairman Maureen Lundy (right). 


/^HOLIDAY HOME 
DEVELOPMENT 



Don’t miss this opportunity to own a 
holiday home at popular Harts Holiday Park. 

• 2 or 3 bedrooms • Fully furnished 

• Full use of all park facilities 


Pre-Owned 


■uwiieu **±J*±^ 

Holiday £7995 

from 1 m Jr 


Homes from 


• 15 year finance available* 

• Ask about our Help To Buy scheme 


New Holiday C07 OOC 
Homes from * ^^21 

FREE DOUBLE GLAZING AND CENTRAL HEATING 


2 YEARS FIXED 
PITCH FEES £1,500 

Selected models only 


£74,995 


^Finance subject to status, written details on request. 


Call today to arrange a park visit 

01795 500 552 

www.ParkHolidays.com/hartssales 

Harts Holiday Park, Leysdown Road, Leysdown-on-Sea, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, ME12 4RG 


HARTS 




■ THE 'Miranda'star keeps the audience amused be- ■ HEATHER Miller's winning 
fore handing out the prizes arrangement in the Liberty category. 



■ DOZENS of group members attended the spring show at the United Reformed Church last 
week. The Mayor of Hammersmith & Fulham Councillor Mercy Umeh was among the guests. 






















































Thursday, April 23rd 2015 


editorial @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 


London Weekly News 11 


IF HEATHROW EXPANDS: 



IF GATWICK EXPANDS: 


* - 15 SCHOOLS ^ 

WILL BE AFFECTED BY NOISE. 


The economic benefit of a new runway will be felt across the 
country... but that shouldn't come at the expense of local people. 
Expand Gatwick and we'll ensure that any environmental impact we 
do have is kept to a minimum. 


LONDON 


OBVIOUSLY. 


The runway debate is almost over. 

Find out why we are the obvious choice at gatwickobviously.com and @LGWobviously 
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Young talent on track for repeat triumph 



This year's Transport for London railway engineering team 



ENTERPRISING appren¬ 
tices and graduates from 
Transport for London are 
gearing up to defend the 
railway engineering title 
they claimed last year. 

The team of 19 will compete 
again in the Institution of Me¬ 
chanical Engineers’ Railway 
Challenge, which takes place in 
June at the Stapleford Miniature 
Railway near Melton Mowbray, 
in Leicestershire. 

TfL stormed to victory last 
year at their first appearance in 
the competition and this time 
around they will be pitting them¬ 
selves against seven other teams 
to design and manufacture the 
best, most efficient and quietest 
small-scale locomotive. 

As a previous winner TfL was 
also eligible to apply for a £2,000 
grant from the institution. The 
team won the funding which will 
now be used to help the team pre¬ 
pare their 2015 project. 

The competition will see 
teams aiming to design and man¬ 
ufacture the best, most efficient 
and quietest small-scale locomo¬ 
tive. The teams competing 
against TfL this year are Birm¬ 
ingham University, Huddersfield 
University (who won the compe¬ 
tition in 2013), Interfleet (based 
in Derby, who won in 2012), 


Sheffield University, Southamp¬ 
ton University, Swindon’s TE 
Connectivity and Warwick Man¬ 
ufacturing Group (part of the 
University of Warwick). 

The competition comprises of 
two presentation challenges, one 
of which is the submission of a 


design report and the other being 
a business case presentation, and 
six track-based challenges which 
will be decided over the week¬ 
end. 

These include energy storage, 
traction, ride comfort, noise and 
- new for the 2015 competition 


- maintainability and energy ef¬ 
ficiency. 

Philippa Oldham, Head of 
Transport and Manufacturing at 
the Institution of Mechanical En¬ 
gineers, said: 

“The Railway Challenge gives 
competitors a fantastic chance to 
test their engineering skills and 
get the hands-on experience of 
what’s needed to make a locomo¬ 
tive from start to finish. The 
competition is run along the lines 
of a real-life tendering process, 
and teams have to prepare a busi¬ 
ness case then finance, design 
and build a locomotive from 
scratch. I’m looking forward to 
seeing the new innovations in 
this year’s locomotives, particu¬ 
larly the solutions that are being 
proposed for both the energy 
storage and energy efficiency 
challenges. These are two big is¬ 
sues currently being faced by 
manufacturers and the solutions 
these young engineers have de¬ 
veloped as part of this competi¬ 
tion could one day revolutionise 
modem railways. 

“This year looks set to be a 
tight contest, with more teams 
than ever and three previous win¬ 
ners taking part.” 

Bejal Mandalia, from TfL 
team, said: “The Railway Chal¬ 
lenge has been really beneficial 
to understand the way we work at 


London Underground, putting 
theory into practice’” 

Jamie Conlon, another TfL 
team member, said: “The Rail¬ 
way Challenge has enabled me 
to be hands-on in a major task, as 
working on a real project, you 
tend to only see a small aspect of 
the overall project.” 

The locomotives that will be 
competing are designed to work 
on a 1014” gauge railway line 
and must be powerful enough to 
transport a 600kg load - includ¬ 
ing one of the Railway Chal¬ 
lenge judges. 

The trophy will be presented 
to the winning team by Professor 
Richard Folkson, President of 
the Institution of Mechanical En¬ 
gineers, on the day of the com¬ 
petition, Sunday 28 June. 



Young TfL engineers, top right and 
inset above, stormed to victory 
last year in their first outing in 
appearance in the competition 





TOWER HAMLETS 


Landlord Licensing Scheme 

Consultation 


A SELECTIVE LICENSING SCHEME FOR THE PRIVATE RENTED SECTOR 

Tower Hamlets Council is considering introducing a selective licensing 
scheme for private landlords renting properties to tenants. This will mean 
that private landlords will need to obtain a license from the council before a 
property can be rented out. 

The council wants to use selective licensing to tackle anti-social behaviour, deal 
with poor housing standards and to assist in improving the overall management 
of rented accommodation. 


The areas where the scheme 
is under consideration are: 

• Spitalfields and 
Banglatown 

• Weavers 

• Whitechapel 

• Bow East 

• Bow West 

• Blackwall and 
Cubitt Town 

• Millwall 


For more information, come to one of our drop in 
sessions, at 6.30pm. 

Tue 14/04/15 - St Margaret's House (Bow West) 

Mon 20/04/15 - Harry Gosling School (Whitechapel) 
Thurs 30/04/15 - PDC Bethnal Green (Weavers) 

Tues 05/05/15 - Idea Store Bow (Bow East) 

Tues 12/05/15 - Idea Store Whitechapel (Spitalfields 
& Banglatown) 

Mon 18/05/15 - Rowing Club (Millwall) 

Mon 01/06/15 - Mulberry Place (Blackwall & 

Cubitt Town) 


If you are a private sector tenant, landlord, business or service provider located in 
or outside the areas listed above and would like to make some comments then 
please complete the online questionnaire at 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/llsconsultation 



For further information, log on to 

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/landlordlicensing 

Consultation runs from March 16, 2015 for 12 weeks 


Parkinson’s sufferers 
face rudeness from 
hostile general public 


RUDENESS and hostility from 
members of the public is blight¬ 
ing life for an alarmingly high 
number of people living with 
Parkinson’s disease in London. 

Two thirds of people with 
Parkinson’s surveyed in the city 
have experienced hostility and 
rudeness from members of the 
public - according to data re¬ 
leased by Parkinson’s UK. 

The figures, released to coin¬ 
cide with Parkinson’s Awareness 
Week, reveal an astonishing 
number of people with Parkin¬ 
son’s in London have come up 
against public misunderstanding 
- over a third of people with 
Parkinson’s have been stared at, 
a quarter have had symptoms 
mistaken for drunkenness, and 
one in ten have been laughed at 
because of their symptoms. 

Parkinson’s affects 127,000 
people in the UK, and an esti¬ 
mated 12,000 in London. With 47 
per cent of people with Parkin¬ 
son’s in London experiencing de¬ 
pression and 60 per cent suffering 
from anxiety as a result of their 
condition clinicians warn insen¬ 
sitive public reactions could be 
wreaking untold damage on their 
mental health. 

Professor David Bum, Parkin¬ 
son’s UK Clinical Director and 


consultant neurologist, warned: 
“It’s devastating to see the added 
burden thoughtless reactions 
from the public are having on 
people with Parkinson’s. Patients 
I see in the clinic are already bat¬ 
tling a myriad of neurological 
symptoms, including anxiety, de¬ 
pression and insomnia. The last 
thing they need is to feel like a 
zoo exhibit when they step out of 
their front door. 

“It’s a situation where simple 
kindness and old-fashioned man¬ 
ners can actually have a life¬ 
changing impact on people with 
Parkinson’s.” 

Professor Bum added: “Under¬ 
standing, patience and empathy 
can make the difference to some¬ 
one with Parkinson’s as to 
whether they feel imprisoned in 
their own home, or confident to 
go out in public.” 

Charlie Teale, 62, from East 
London, was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s in 2013, said: “When 
my Parkinson’s nurse was trying 
to get my medication right a year 
or so ago I found standing with¬ 
out an aid very hard and it looked 
like I was a drunk. 

“One evening on a bus home I 
was aware that several people 
were looking at me holding the 
strap swaying when a woman 


called out ‘don't fall on me’ and 
gave me a scowl. The bus jolted 
and I went tumbling into her lap. 

“When I got home I cried to 
my wife. I felt prejudged and 
completely misunderstood. The 
accusatory looks people give you 
stay with you.” 

To combat this, throughout 
Parkinson’s Awareness Week (20 
- 26 April), Parkinson’s UK are 
urging people to ‘up your 
friendly’, by pledging to do small 
acts of kindness that can make an 
enormous difference to the lives 
of people with Parkinson’s. 

Steve Ford, Chief Executive 
at Parkinson’s UK, explains what 
the charity has in mind to make 
things better: “We certainly don’t 
expect people to be experts in 
knowing whether or not the per¬ 
son taking a little longer at the 
till, or looking unsteady on their 
feet is living with Parkinson’s. 

“But by signing up to our new 
campaign with a small pledge - 
to smile or be that bit more pa¬ 
tient - you can have a real impact 
on the lives of people with 
Parkinson’s.” 

For more information, and to 
find out how to get involved in 
Parkinson’s Awareness Week for 
Parkinson’s UK, visit the website 
upyourfriendly.com 
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Happy Birthday 
Your Majesty g 


41-GUN SALUTE IN HYDE PARK MARKS THE QUEEN'S 89TH BIRTHDAY 



By Geoff Baker 


I T’S The Queen’s birthday this week. You 
forgot? Cripes, you’ll be for it. 

But never mind; here for the many dignitary read¬ 
ers of the London Weekly News, and politicians 
whose minds the big day may have slipped due to 
their busy electioneering, is the Last-Minute Good 
Royal Gift Guide, created so that they don’t com¬ 
mit a howler like sending chocolates (see below). 
Her Majesty turned 89 on Tuesday April 21st, en¬ 


tering a 90th year which will see the most treasured 
of all national treasures go into the record books 
with a milestone which is highly unlikely to be 
beaten by any member of the Royal Family for gen¬ 
erations. 

Although indolent officials have STILL not 
pulled their fingers out to organise appropriate - or 


indeed any - celebrations for it, it is hoped that at 
some point soon somebody in Whitehall will wake 
up to the fact that on September 9th, The Queen 
will become the longest-reigning monarch in the 
history of the British people, and there ought to be 
a party to honour this remarkable achievement. 

But planning a present for Her Majesty for that 
landmark day is for later; for now here’s a handy 

TURN to page 2 


Westminster & Pimlico News (established 1857) 
♦ Chelsea News (established 1857) 

♦ Kensington News (established 1869) 
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Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 


Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


THE paper serving ROYAL London 
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Eighty-nine facts for Her Majesty's 89th 




v. J 
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FROM page 1 

helper for all of those now scur¬ 
rying down to WH Smith for a 
belated birthday card. 

Flowers - yellow roses or 
lily of the valley are said by 
Alan Titchmarsh to be among 
HM’s favourites. 

Chocolates - don’t send any. The 
i / Royal Household destroys all boxes 
x of chocolates on the off-chance that a 
r madman could have poisoned them. 

Music - although The Queen is said to be not 
a great fan of music, recordings by Petula Clark 
and Matt Munro or music for Scottish Country 
Dancing are an especial enjoyment of The Queen. 
But don’t send anything by Maurice Chevalier, he 
is said not a particular royal favourite ever since 
he sang ‘You Must Have Been A Beautiful Baby’ 
somewhat presumptuously to the late Queen 
Mother. 

[ ^ Salutes - The Queen will be 
getting plenty at noon on her 
birthday; namely a 41-gun 
salute in Hyde Park, a 21- 
gun salute in Windsor 
Great Park and 62-gun 


watercolours of equine scenes now sell for around 
£5,000. 

Traditionally The Queen spends her birthday in 
private with her family and there will be cake. 
Among her favourites are the chocolate biscuit 
cake which was also served at the wedding of 
Prince William or the Lamington, the Australian 
speciality of cream and jam-filled chocolate 
sponge squares coated in chocolate sauce and 
rolled in desiccated coconut. 

Meanwhile, to celebrate her 89th, here are 89 facts 
you should know about The Queen. 

1. Queen Elizabeth II is the fortieth monarch since 
William the Conqueror obtained the crown of Eng¬ 
land. 

2. In 2002, at 76 years of age, The Queen was the old¬ 
est monarch to celebrate a Golden Jubilee. 

3. Since 1952, The Queen has conferred over 387,700 
honours and awards. 

4. The Queen has personally held over 540 Investitures. 

5. The Queen speaks fluent French and does not re¬ 
quire an interpreter. 

6. The Queen has received over 3 million items of 
correspondence during her reign. 

7. Over the course of the reign, around 1.1 million 
people have attended Garden Parties at Buckingham 
Palace or the Palace of Holyroodhouse. 

8. Over the reign, Her Majesty has given regular 


salute at the Tower Of Tuesday evening audiences to 11 British Prime Min¬ 


isters. 

9. Tony Blair was the first Prime Minister to have 
been born during The Queen's reign. 

10. The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh intro¬ 
duced small, informal luncheon parties at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace to meet distinguished people from all 
professions, trades and vocations. The first lunch was 

may be a first edition of held on 11th May 1956. 

‘Moorland Mousie’, the 11 . The Queen is patron of more than 620 charities 
story by Muriel Wace of and organisations. 

12. During her reign, The Queen has undertaken over 
256 official overseas visits to 129 different countries. 


London. 

A book - although Her 
Majesty is said to enjoy 
Jilly Cooper novels and 
books by Stephen Fry, a 
thoughtful gift 


HM The Queen turns 89 this week 


i 


a Dartmoor pony, which 
was her favourite book 
as a child. It was illus¬ 
trated by Lionel Ed¬ 
wards, whose original 


We want to 
from you... 


hear 


It's not just the big stories that happen in 
London that we want to hear about. 

There's a brilliant community spirtit in Central 
and West London. If you help to run a local 
organisation make sure your events are featured 
in our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to: 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 

Kensington & Chelsea News 
Westminster & Pimlico News 
Fulham Chronicle 
Serving the Heart of London 


Royal yacht 

13. Many of The Queen's official tours were under¬ 
taken on the Royal Yacht Britannia. It was launched 
by Her Majesty on 16 April 1953 and was commis¬ 
sioned for service on 7 January 1954. It was de-com- 
missioned in December 1997. During this time, 
Britannia travelled more than a million miles on 
Royal and official duties. 

14. The Royal Yacht Britannia was first used by The 
Queen when she embarked with the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh on 1 May 1954 at Tobruk for the final stage of 
their Commonwealth Tour. The last time The Queen 
was on board Britannia for an official visit was on 9 
August 1997 for a 

visit to Arran. 

15. The Queen has 
visited Australia 
15 times, Canada 
23 times, Jamaica 
six times and New 
Zealand 10 times. 

Her Majesty most 
recently visited 
Australia in March 
2006 to open the 
Commonwealth 
Games in Mel¬ 
bourne. 

16. Since her ac¬ 
cession to the 
throne in 1952, Her 
Majesty has visited 
Edinburgh nearly every year, taking up residence in 
the Palace of Holyroodhouse during Holyrood Week. 

17. During her reign, The Queen has received many 
unusual gifts including a variety of live animals. The 
more unusual animals have been placed in the care 
of the London zoo, among them jaguars and sloths 
from Brazil, and two black beavers from Canada. 

18. The Queen has sent around 100,000 telegrams to 
centenarians in the UK and the Commonwealth. 

19. The Queen has sent more than 280,000 telegrams 
to couples in the UK and the Commonwealth cele¬ 
brating their diamond wedding (60 years) anniver¬ 
sary. 

20. The Queen's real birthday is on April 21, but it is 
celebrated officially in June as the weather is better 
for Trooping The Colour. 

21. The Queen has attended 34 Royal Variety per¬ 
formances. 

22. The Queen has opened 15 bridges in the United 
Kingdom during her reign. 

23. The Queen has given over 91 State banquets dur¬ 
ing her reign. 



I IN ITS HEYDAY: The Royal Yacht Britannia 


24. Since 1952, The Queen has undertaken 78 State 
Visits accompanied by The Duke of Edinburgh. 

25. The Queen has launched 23 ships in her lifetime. 
The first was HMS Vanguard which she launched, as 
Princess Elizabeth, on November 30 1944 in Clyde¬ 
bank. The first ship which she launched as Queen was 
Her Majesty's Yacht Britannia, which was also 
launched from Clydebank. 

26. The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh have sent 
about 37,500 Christmas cards during The Queen's 
reign. 

27. The Queen has given out about 78,000 Christmas 
puddings to staff continuing the custom of King 
George V and King George VI. 

28. Every year The Queen sends Christmas trees to 
Westminster Abbey, Wellington Barracks, St Paul's 
Cathedral, St Giles, Edinburgh, The Canongate Kirk, 
Edinburgh, Crathie Church and local schools and 
churches in the Sandringham area. 

29. The Queen learnt to drive in 1945 when she 
joined the Army. 

30. The Queen was a Girl Guide (1937) and Sea 
Ranger (1943). 

31. Princess Elizabeth travelled on the London Un¬ 
derground for the first time in May 1939 with her 
governess Marion Crawford and Princess Margaret. 

32. The Queen is a keen photographer and enjoys tak¬ 
ing photographs of her family. 

33. The Queen was born at 17 Bruton St, London W1 
on 21 April 1926, was christened on 29 May 1926 in 
the private chapel at Buckingham Palace, and was 
confirmed on 28 March 1942 in the private chapel at 
Windsor Castle. 

34. With the birth of Prince Andrew in 1960, The 
Queen became the first reigning Sovereign to have a 
child since Queen Victoria, who had her youngest 
child, Princess Beatrice, in 1857. 

35. The Queen has 30 godchildren. 

36. The first football match The Queen attended was 
the 1953 FA Cup Final. 

37. The Queen has taken the salute in every Trooping 
the Colour ceremony since the start of her reign, with 
the exception of 1955, when a national rail strike 
forced the cancellation of the parade. 

38. The Queen has sat for 139 official portraits during 
her lifetime, two of which were with The Duke of Ed¬ 
inburgh. 

39. The Queen sat for the first and only hologram por¬ 
trait in 2003. 

40. There have been 11 sculptures of The Queen. The 
most recent was in 2005 by Miss Angela Conner for 
St George's Chapel, Windsor. 

41. The first 'Royal walkabout' took place during the 
visit by The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh to 
Australia and New Zealand in 1970. The practice was 
introduced to allow them to meet a greater number of 

people, not simply 
officials and digni¬ 
taries. 

42. In 1969 the 
first television film 
about the family 
life of the Royal 
Family was made, 
and shown on the 
eve of the Investi¬ 
ture of Prince 
Charles as Prince 
of Wales. 

43. An important 
innovation during 
The Queen's reign 
was the opening in 
1962 of a new 
gallery at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace to display items from the Royal Collec¬ 
tion. The brainchild of The Duke of Edinburgh, the 
new Queen's Gallery occupied the space of the 
Palace's bomb-damaged private chapel. It was the 
first time that parts of the Palace had been opened to 
the general public. 

44. The only time The Queen has had to interrupt an 
overseas tour was in 1974 during a tour of Australia 
and Indonesia. The Queen was called back from Aus¬ 
tralia when a general election was called suddenly. 
The Duke of Edinburgh continued the programme in 
Australia, and The Queen re-joined the tour in In¬ 
donesia. 

Parliament 

45. The Queen has opened Parliament every year ex¬ 
cept 1959 and 1963, when she was expecting Prince 
Andrew and Prince Edward respectively. 

46. The Queen went on her first State Visit as 
Princess Elizabeth, to South Africa with her mother 
and father, then King and Queen, from February to 
May 1947. The tour included Rhodesia and Bechua- 
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naland, Swaziland and Basutoland (now Lesotho). 
The Princess celebrated her 21st birthday in Cape 
Town. Her Majesty's first State Visit as Queen was 
technically to Kenya, as King George VI died and The 
Queen acceded the throne during the tour. The tour 
was abandoned. 

47. The Queen's first Commonwealth tour began on 
24 November 1953, and included visits to Bermuda, 
Jamaica, Panama, Fiji, Tonga, New Zealand, Aus¬ 
tralia, the Cocos Islands, Ceylon, Aden, Uganda, 
Libya, Malta and Gibraltar. The total distance covered 
was 43,618 miles. 

48. The Queen was the first British Monarch to visit 
China when she visited in 1986. 

49. The Queen has made a Christmas Broadcast to the 
Commonwealth every year of her reign except 1969, 
when a repeat of the film 'Royal Family' was shown 
and a written message from The Queen issued. 

50. In 1953, The Queen made the first Christmas 
Broadcast from overseas, broadcasting live from New 
Zealand. The first televised broadcast was in 1957, 
made live. 

51. The Queen sent a message of congratulations to 
Apollo 11 astronauts for the first moon landing on the 
21st July,1969. The message was micro-filmed and 
deposited on the moon in a metal container. Apollo 11 
astronauts for the first moon landing on the 21st 
July,1969. The message was micro-filmed and de¬ 
posited on the moon in a metal container. 

52. The Queen has met the following astronauts at 
Buckingham Palace: The first astronaut to go into 
space - Russian - Major Yuri Gagarin; the first woman 
in space - Russian - Mrs Valentina Tereschkova; the 
first man on the moon - American - Neil Armstrong - 
and the other American astronauts, Michael Collins 
and Edwin Aldrin. 

53. The Queen sent her first email in 1976 from an 
Army base. 

54. There have been seven Archbishops of Canterbury 
during The Queen's reign. 

55. History was made in 1982 when Pope John Paul 
II visited Britain, the first Pope to do so for 450 
years. The Queen, Titular Head of the 

Church of England, received him 
at Buckingham Palace. 

56. The Queen first visited a 
mosque in the UK for the first 
time in Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire 
in July 2002. 


57. The Queen has attended more than 50 Royal 
Maundy services during her reign at more than 39 dif¬ 
ferent cathedrals. The Queen has only missed four 
services - two for official tours and two for the births 
of Prince Andrew and Prince Edward. 

58. The Queen has owned more than 30 corgis during 
her reign, starting with Susan who was a present for 
her 18th birthday in 1944. 

59. The Queen also introduced a new breed of dog 
known as the "dorgi" when one of Her Majesty's cor¬ 
gis was mated with a dachshund named Pipkin which 
belonged to Princess Margaret. 

60. As well as corgis and dorgis, The Queen also 
breeds and trains Labradors and Cocker Spaniels at 
Sandringham. There is a special Sandringham strain 
of black Labrador founded in 1911. 

61. The Queen takes a keen interest in horses and rac¬ 
ing. Her Majesty's first pony was given to her by her 
grandfather, King George V, when she was four years 
old. This was a Shetland pony called Peggy. 

62. The Queen also takes a keen interest in horse 
breeding. Horses bred at the Royal studs over the last 
200 years have won virtually every major race in 
Britain. The Queen has about 25 horses in training 
each season. 


Racing colours 

63. The Queen's racing colours are: Purple body with 
gold braid, Scarlet sleeves and Black velvet cap with 
gold fringe. 

64. The Queen continues the Royal Family's long as¬ 
sociation with racing pigeons which began in 1886 
when King Leopold II of Belgium made a gift of rac¬ 
ing pigeons to the British Royal Family. 

65. The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh were mar¬ 
ried on 20 November 1947 in Westminster Abbey. The 
Queen's wedding dress was designed by Sir Norman 
Hartnell and was woven at Winterthur Silks Limited, 
Dunfermline, in the Canmore factory, using silk that 
had come from Chinese silkworms at Lullingstone 
Castle. 

66. The Queen's dressmakers over the years 
have included Sir Hardy Amies, 
Sir Norman Hartnell, 
w Karl-Ludwig Couture 
\ and Maureen Rose. 
1 The Queen's 

I milliners have been 
Frederick Fox, 


Philip Somerville and Marie O'Regan. 

67. The Queen's wedding ring was made from a 
nugget of Welsh gold which came from the Clogau St 
David's mine near Dolgellau. 

68. The Queen has an extensive collection of jew¬ 
ellery, most of which are Crown Jewels, some inher¬ 
ited and some gifts, including the largest pink 
diamond in the world 

69. The Queen has laid her wreath at the Cenotaph on 
Remembrance Sunday every year of her reign, except 
in 1959, 1961,1963, 1968, 1983 and 1999 when she 
was either pregnant or overseas on an official visit. 

70. The Queen has visited the sets of a number of pop¬ 
ular British soap operas including Coronation Street, 
East Enders and Emmerdale. 

71. In 1997, The Queen launched Buckingham 
Palace's first official website. 

72. In 1998, The Queen introduced "theme days" to 
promote and celebrate aspects of British culture. The 
first theme day was "City Day" focusing on financial 
institutions. Other themes have included Publishing, 
Broadcasting, Tourism, Emergency Services, Mar¬ 
itime Day, Music, Young Achievers, British Design, 
and Pioneers. 

73. In June, 2002, The Queen hosted the first public 
concerts in the garden of Buckingham Palace to cele¬ 
brate her Golden Jubilee. The Queen attended both the 
classical and pop concerts. The 'Party at the Palace' 
pop concert was one of the most watched pop concerts 
in history, attracting around 200 million viewers all 
over the world. 

74. The Queen is the first member of the Royal Family 
to be awarded a gold disc from the recording industry. 
100,000 copies of the CD of the 'Party at the Palace', 
produced by EMI, were sold within the first week of 
release. 

75. The Queen hosted the first women-only event 
"Women of Achievement" at Buckingham Palace in 
March, 2004. 

76. In November 2004, The Queen invited the cast of 
Les Miserables in the West End to perform for French 
President Jacques Chirac at Windsor Castle. It was the 
first time the cast of a West End musical had per¬ 
formed at a Royal residence. 

77. As a young girl, The Queen acted in a number of 
pantomimes during World War Two including playing 


the part of Prince Florizel in Cinderella in 1941. These 
pantomimes took place every year in the Waterloo 
Chamber at Windsor Castle. 

78. In 2005, The Queen claimed ownership of 88 
cygnets on the river Thames. They are looked after by 
the Swan Marker. The first Royal Swan Keeper was 
appointed around the 12th Century. 

79. Technically The Crown has a right to Royal Fish 
(including sturgeons) in the waters around the UK. 

80. In summer 2005, The Queen opened the first "chil¬ 
dren's trail" in the Buckingham Palace garden for the 
Summer Opening. 

81. The Queen is an excellent mimic, a party piece 
being Rene from the BBC sitcome ‘Alio Alio’. 

82. A generous gift-giver herself, last year The Queen 
gave a £8 million helicopter as a birthday present to 
Prince William. 

83. Her Majesty is a Green Queen; Buckingham 
Palace Garden recycles 99 per cent of green waste 
(grass cuttings, twigs, branches, cuttings) on site, in¬ 
cluding waste from St James's Palace and Kensington 
Palace. 

Rolls Royce 

84. The Queen's State cars - a Rolls Royce, a Daimler 
limousine, and a Rover 400 converted to Liquefied 
Bio Gas. The Duke of Edinburgh uses a LPG-fuelled 
taxi to travel around London. 

85. The Queen's horses won races at Royal Ascot on 
a number of occasions. There was a notable double on 
18 June 1954 when Landau won the Rous Memorial 
Stakes and a stallion called Aureole won the Hard- 
wicke Stakes, and in 1957 The Queen had four win¬ 
ners during Ascot week. 

86. The Queen is the only person in Britain who can 
drive without a licence or a registration number on her 
car. 

87. To formally greet The Queen men should perform 
a neck bow (from the head only) whilst women do a 
small curtsy. On presentation to The Queen, the cor¬ 
rect formal address is 'Your Majesty' and subsequently 
'Ma'am'. 

88. She is the only British monarch in history prop¬ 
erly trained to change a spark plug. 

89. The Queen is about to become a great-grand¬ 
mother for the fifth time at any day now, probably her 
best birthday present of all. 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Cowell on contestants, animals and egos 






■ BRITAIN'S GOT TALENT 
JUDGES: Alesha Dixon, 
David Walliams, Simon 
Cowell and Amanda 
Holden 


King of the talent shows 
says ‘enough is enough’ 


By Geoff Baker 

S TAR-maker Simon Cowell has called on TV 
chiefs to stop making any more talent 
shows. 

Simon, back at the top of the TV ratings with the 
new series of Britain’s Got Talent has said enough 
is enough and warns that more shows featuring 
the strange skills of the public could drown the 
market. 

“My gut feeling is that there are four talent shows 
that will probably last for quite a long time and 
that’s The X Factor, Britain’s Got Talent, Strictly 
and The Voice,” said the scout who made a house¬ 
hold name of Susan Boyle. 

“But I think that is enough, any more will be a 
problem.” 

Another issue for the TV king is the number of 
guitar-players who think that they can make it. 
The bad news for them is that Simon’s not a big 
fan. 

“I have a particular thing about too many people 
coming on and playing guitars; I’m literally be¬ 
coming allergic to them because they all sound the 
same and they all think they are going to be the 
next Ed Sheeran. 

“But all that they have ever done is play guitar in 
their bedroom, and so when you put them on stage 
they just can’t perform,” he said. 

BGT has hit the headlines again this week for con¬ 
troversy over the French ventriloquist Marc Me- 
tral and his ‘talking’ dog Miss Wendy. The dog, 
which appeared to sing the 1970s hit “Feelings” 
on the show, was voted through but not without 
viewers complaining that the act was animal 
abuse as it involves fitting a fake snout over the 
animal which is remotely-controlled to make an 
artificial mouth open in time with the routine. 
The broadcasting regulator Ofcom and ITV re¬ 


ceived more than 50 complaints from animal 
lovers about the dog act and the RSPCA says it 
will be asking BGT for a report on the methods 
used to make the dog sing and talk. 

A RSPCA spokesman said, “we would be con¬ 
cerned if it became clear that the dog was caused 
distress.” 

But Simon is defending his show against charges 
of animal cruelty. 

“I think the opposite. I think that we show the 
dogs’ personalities. I think that they have a great 
time on our show, you can see them wagging their 
tails and having the time of their lives.” 

Besides, he says, it’s not the dogs that turn him off 
- it’s often the owners. 

“Sometimes I look at something and it’s a pale im¬ 
itation of what we’ve seen before, particularly 
with the dog acts. 

Really boring 

“When you have had an act as good as Ashleigh 
and Pudsey, they were famous all over the world. 
But some of the dog acts we’ve had on the show, 
it’s not just that the dogs aren’t good, but the own¬ 
ers are terrible. They are really boring. 

“Also, I think that there are a lot of people who 
think that because they are going to sing opera that 
we judges are all going to jump out of our chairs, 
but we’re not going to unless you are amazing. I 
think the audience at home feel the same way 
too.” 

The winner of this year’s BGT will pocket 
£250,000 and get to perform at the Royal Variety 
Performance and although the competition throws 
up hilarious and cringe-making moments like the 
woman from Blackpool who sang like a dog and 
the escapologist who actually couldn’t find his 
own way out of his bag, it is searching for that 
next big star that keeps Simon going. 


“I think that certain talent shows are more about 
the judge’s career than the talent, but not mine. 
Our shows are about the moment that a star is 
born,” he said. 

“I keep referring back to Susan Boyle as it’s the 
best example I can give. If you remember watch¬ 
ing that first audition, you are watching someone’s 
life change forever. I think that’s intoxicating and 
I love it. 

“And that’s why I’m asking more questions of the 
contestants now. I’m really interested in them; 
why they have come along, why they have waited 
so long, what’s happened in their life. 

“If you just take it at face value that someone is 
going to sing or do a magic trick, I think that’s 
boring. I suppose I am quite nosey; so if someone 
is divorced I want to know why. I think the public 
at home feel the same way. Sometimes when you 
ask these questions you really get to know 
whether the person is sincere and whether they are 
serious about this - and so it helps me make a de¬ 
cision. Actually, if you like a person before they 
have performed then they stand a better chance.” 
Much of BGT’s success is down to the interplay 
between Simon and the other judges; Amanda 
Holden, David Walliams and Alesha Dixon. Al¬ 
though the rivalry is sporting, Simon admits that 
he just can’t get over the fact it was Walliams and 
not him who walked away with the gong as 
Britain’s best TV judge at the national TV awards. 
“David can be a pain,” he revealed. 

“I feel like Frankenstein and the monster, he just 
seems to be getting bigger and bigger and his ego 
is getting bigger. He is literally uncontrollable. 
“When I found out that there was this category at 
the TV awards I literally got a knot in my stom¬ 
ach; I didn’t know about it until two or three days 
before the awards. 

“Then I saw David doing some stuff on his Twitter 


page and it was all about this award. I then found 
out that for months he’d been running his cam¬ 
paign. So I quickly got on my Twitter page and 
started doing what I could, but on the night he 
won it and I had to accept the award on his behalf. 
It was one of the most awful moments of my TV 
career. 

“It’s nauseating that he has been rubbing it in ever 
since and I would have rather lost to anyone, lit¬ 
erally anyone. David winning it was the worst 
thing by a mile. But don’t worry, there will be re¬ 
venge; I’m not going to let him get away with it.” 
With BGT now going for nine years and compet¬ 
ing with The Voice and The X Factor to find 
enough contestants to make a series, the fear is 
that eventually the pool of talent will dry up and 
Simon admits he’s aware of the risk. 

“I always wonder whether one day literally no¬ 
body talented is going to turn up,” he said. 

Lot of talent 

“I thought that after year one, if I’m honest. But 
the truth is that there is a lot of talent in this coun¬ 
try and I think the positive thing about the show 
is that it’s now got people to create acts just for 
the show. 

“If you take an act like Diversity, without the 
show there wasn’t anywhere for them to go and I 
think that they would have remained just a dance 
group without a platform. But off the back of the 
show they’ve made a movie and they’ve done 
arena tours. 

“Now I get told that people put together acts 
specifically for the show, so it’s created an outlet 
for talented people of all ages. Sol think there will 
always be enough talent - and do you know what? 
We only need one great act!” 

• Britain’s Got Talent, ITV Saturday 8pm 
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Help prevent fires 
caused by rubbish 


FOLLOWING the start of warm weather, 
London Fire Brigade is appealing to resi¬ 
dents to tidy up and help prevent the thou¬ 
sands of fires caused by rubbish. 

Last year there were over 8,000 fires in London 
caused by rubbish and fire chiefs are soon to launch 
a campaign to cut the hazards. 

“They start easily, and a large number of them are 
started deliberately. Dumped furniture, car tyres, 
scraps of wood, old mattresses, cardboard boxes - 
they don’t just look bad but are a potential fire hazard 
and a target for arsonists too,” says the brigade. 

“We’ve reduced the number of rubbish fires over 
the years and are determined to keep it that way. We 
work hard to spot fire hazards on the street and get 
them removed. We work with schools to educate 
young people about the dangers of fire and we are 
working with councils and private land owners to 
help them keep property and open land safe. 

“We are launching our ‘Fires Are Rubbish’ cam¬ 
paign later this year. Working in partnership with 
Keep Britain Tidy, we will be encouraging people to 
be responsible with their rubbish and to take action 
if they see some lying around. 

“And we’ll be making it easier for people to report 


any rubbish they see by sharing information about 
the services councils already provide and later this 
year we’ll be promoting a new pan-London reporting 
system, that can also be used to report rubbish. 

“Most of these fires can be avoided by clearing up 
rubbish, making all of us safer, not to mention mak¬ 
ing the places where we live look nicer too. So if you 
have furniture or large amounts of rubbish, don’t 
dump it on the street. Think about what a dangerous 
fire risk you are leaving for someone to get hurt or 
the damage it might cause.” 

All of London’s 32 Councils and the City of Lon¬ 
don offer help and advice about how to clear-up rub¬ 
bish and is asking residents who spot rubbish that 
could be a potential fire risk to contact their local 
council. 

The brigade’s tips to reduce the risk of rubbish fires 
are: 

• Only put rubbish out when it’s due to be collected. 

• Keep rubbish away from doors and windows. 

• Keep exits and escape routes clear of rubbish. 

• Report fly-tipping to your local council. 

• Contact your local council if you have any large 
items to be removed - they will often take them away 
free of charge. 


HAVEYOUR SAY- 

email your letters 

to editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

Beware the fake call fraudsters 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 


SIR I was really concerned to hear that police have 
been investigating phone fraudsters across London 
who may be funding extremists in Syria. 

Many of us have heard about this kind of scam be¬ 
fore, where the caller pretends to be from a bank and 
asks for bank details in order to access the victim's 
bank account. If we stop to think that this money 
could be funding violent extremism, it highlights the 
need for us to be extra vigilant and to check if a caller 
is legitimate. 

The fraudsters particularly target the most vulnera¬ 
ble and the elderly, often claiming that their bank ac¬ 
count has been compromised. 
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If anyone rings asking for bank details, the police ad¬ 
vise us to do our bit to tackle fraud by never giving out 
PIN numbers over the phone, putting the phone down, 
waiting 5 minutes to clear the line and calling our bank 
to check whether the request was genuine. 

Syed Kamall, MEP for London 

More understanding for 
those with Parkinson’s 

SIR - My brother-in-law was diagnosed with Parkin¬ 
son’s about 15 years ago, and was my original inspi¬ 
ration for joining Parkinson's UK. I have supported 
and worked with them ever since, and over the years 
have seen at first hand the pain and struggles that liv¬ 
ing with this devastating condition can entail. 

A new survey from Parkinson's UK has revealed that 
an estimated 69,000 people in the UK with Parkin¬ 
son's have experienced hostility and rudeness from 
members of the public. It’s unbearable to think of the 
suffering this can cause - it’s bad enough, for example, 
having a long-term, incurable condition which can 
cause you to slur your speech and be unsteady on your 
feet, without being mistaken by a member of the pub¬ 
lic of being drunk. 

I was shocked by the enormous number of people 
with Parkinson's who regularly come up against public 
misunderstanding and unintentional cruelty (see page 
12) - a third of people in our survey have been stared 
at, a quarter had their symptoms mistaken for drunk¬ 
enness, and one in ten have been laughed at because 
of their symptoms. 

This hostility can have a profound effect on people 
with Parkinson's, increasing their depression and anx¬ 
iety, and leaving some people too frightened to leave 
their homes. 

To combat this, we are urging people to become 
friendlier by pledging to do small acts of kindness 
such as smiling and being more patient. In particular, 
we ask people not to make assumptions or jump to 
conclusions that can make an enormous difference to 
all of us - especially people with Parkinson's. 

I do hope your readers will join me in pledging to 
make a difference. 

Jane Asher, President 
Parkinson's UK 
215 Vauxhall Bridge Road 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


A sprig of Rosemary 


by Keeley Bolger 

NE thing I can't bear is 
standing on ceremony," 
says Rosemary Shrager, as 
she ushers me into her Kent cook¬ 
ery school. "There's none of that 
here." 

She's right of course. Warm, approach¬ 
able and lively - if slightly eccentric - com¬ 
pany, Shrager is ever the show-woman. 
I've been invited along for a baking class, 
and no sooner has she doled out smiley in¬ 
troductions, coffee and pastries, than she's 
grilling me on my bread-making skills. 

Having worked with top chefs Pierre 
Koffmann and Jean-Christophe Novelli, 
appeared on Hell's Kitchen, hosted her 
own cookery series and helped whip some 
unpolished young women into shape on 
‘Ladette To Lady’, Shrager isn't about to 
stand on ceremony when it comes to cajol¬ 
ing me into baking better bread. 

"Come on now, turn, roll, push," bellows 
the 64-year-old, who regularly performs 
cookery demonstrations at food road¬ 
shows, pops up in pantomimes and in 
2012, was even a contestant on I'm A 
Celebrity... Get Me Out Of Here!, as I 
weakly slide the dough around the work 
surface. 

But my kneading skills clearly aren't cut¬ 
ting the mustard. 

"Turn, roll, push!" Shrager repeats in her 
best panto Fairy Godmother voice, as she 
bustles over to show me how it's done. 

"There, that's better. Isn't it lovely cook¬ 
ing with people?" 

And yes, with Shrager at the hob, it is a 
pleasure cooking with people. 

"I just love it, I just love kneading 
bread," she enthuses. "You need to treat 
food with reverence... like a baby." 

And while Rosemary's bready babies are 
baking away, we gossip about her famous 
cookery school alumni (both Paul Holly¬ 
wood and Janet Street-Porter have been), 
and then make a rich tomato soup to ac¬ 
company our bakes. 

As the delicious aroma of baking bread 
fills the room and the soup simmers away, 
Shrager is in her element, regaling the 
room with stories of being pulled over by 
the police when she first passed her driv¬ 
ing test for having part of the engine miss¬ 
ing, and then going into a robust rant about 
her dislike of slow road-users. 

"I just love cooking," she says. "I love 



■ CARROT cake with mascarpone 
icing and confit orange 



■ ROSEMARY Shrager 


the whole feel about the products, the 
freshness, how they should taste, and I 
love working with the latest whatever it is 
and learning what to do with it." 

And the cook, who recently took her 
grandchildren to Italy (they had great fun 
picking olives together), has a set idea on 
what makes a good cookery teacher - 
somebody just like her! 

"I wish I'd had a me to take me to where 
I am today," she says, smiling. 

Once the rolls are out of the oven, we sit 
down on a big table and break the bread 
together, feeling right at home. 

If you fancy making some homely bakes, 
here are a couple recipes from Shrager's 
Bakes, Cakes And Puddings... 

CARROT CAKE WITH 
MASCARPONE ICING 
AND CONFIT ORANGE 
(Serves 6-8) 

250g runny honey 

lOOg carrots, finely grated 

180g dried stoned dates, chopped 

ltsp ground nutmeg 

2tsp ground cinnamon 

lOOg unsalted butter, plus extra for 

greasing 

200ml water 

200g plain flour 

2tsp bicarbonate of soda 

lOOg walnuts, roughly chopped 

3 eggs 

For the icing: 

200g mascarpone 
200g icing sugar 
ltsp vanilla extract 
200g thick creme fraiche 
Zest of 1 orange 
For the confit orange: 

Zest of 3 oranges, cut into very fine 
strips 

150g granulated sugar 
200ml cold water 

Place the honey, carrots, dates, spices, but¬ 
ter and water in a saucepan and heat until 
the butter has melted. Simmer for five to 
seven minutes, then set aside until luke¬ 
warm. 

Put the flour, bicarbonate of soda and 
walnuts into a large bowl. Beat the eggs 
into the honey mixture, then pour into the 
flour mixture and mix well. 


Butter a 20cm springform or loose-bot¬ 
tomed cake tin, then line the base with 
baking parchment. Pour in the cake mix¬ 
ture, level the top and bake in an oven pre¬ 
heated to 180C/Gas 4 for 45 minutes, or 
until firm to the touch. Cool in the tin for 
10 minutes, then transfer to a wire rack 
until cold. 

To make the icing, put the mascarpone in 
a bowl and sift in the icing sugar. Add the 
vanilla and beat until smooth. Fold in the 
creme fraiche and orange zest. 

To make the confit, place the orange zest 
in a heatproof bowl and cover with fresh 
boiling water. Leave for 30 seconds, then 
drain and refresh in cold water. Repeat 
twice more, using fresh boiling water each 
time. Put the sugar and cold water in a 
small saucepan, bring slowly to the boil, 
then add the orange zest and simmer for 
15-20 minutes, until translucent. Drain and 
leave to dry. 

To serve, spread the icing over the cake 
and garnish with the confit orange. 

WARM CHOCOLATE TART 

(Serves 8) 

1 blind-baked 22cm sweet shortcrust 
pastry case (either shop-bought or 
home-made) 

200g unsalted butter, cut into pieces 
200g dark chocolate (60-70% cocoa 
solids), broken into pieces 

2 eggs, plus 3 (additional) egg yolks 
80g caster sugar 

Melt the butter and chocolate together in a 
heatproof bowl set over a saucepan of sim¬ 
mering water. 

Set aside to cool down to about room 
temperature. Whisk together the whole 
eggs, egg yolks and sugar until just com¬ 
bined, then fold the melted chocolate mix¬ 
ture into the egg mixture and pour into the 
pastry case. 

Bake in an oven preheated to 150C/Gas 
2 for about 30 minutes. The filling should 
be smooth and creamy with a slight wob¬ 
ble, just setting. Set aside to rest in a warm 
place for 30 minutes before serving. 

# Bakes, Cakes And Puddings by Rose¬ 
mary Shrager is published by Octopus, 
priced £18.99. Available now 
Rosemary Shrager will be appearing at 
the Cake & Bake Show in London, Har¬ 
rogate, Manchester and Edinburgh. To 
find out more about her cooking school, 
visit www.rosemaryshrager.com 



■ WARM chocolate tart 





Serves 4 


MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 

Sprouting broccoli 
and quail's egg salad 
with shaved 
Berkswell cheese 


I like to give sprouting broccoli the same treatment as I give 
to asparagus. The sprouting stuff is such a fine and versatile 
vegetable - so very unlike its lumpen cousin, the large¬ 
headed broccoli - that it deserves that extra bit of care. 

For the salad 

25g or so of sprouting broccoli, trimmed of any woody stalks 
12 quails' eggs 

A handful of small tasty salad leaves 

100-120g Berkswell or another hard shaving cheese 

For the dressing 

ltbsp cider vinegar 

ltsp Tewkesbury mustard 

2tbsp rapeseed oil 

2tbsp vegetable or corn oil 

Bring a pan of water to the boil and gently place in the quails' eggs using 
a slotted spoon (doing it this way should ensure the eggs don't break). 
Simmer gently for a minute, then drain in a colander and refresh in cold 
water for 30 seconds. Now carefully peel before they get too cold. Cook 
the sprouting broccoli in boiling salted water for a couple of minutes until 
just tender, but not soft, then drain. Cut it in half or trim down if large. 
Whisk all of the ingredients together for the dressing and season to taste. 
To serve, arrange the leaves, broccoli and quails' eggs on serving plates, 
season and then spoon the dressing over. Using a small sharp knife or a 
peeler, shave the cheese into thin slices over the salad and serve. 
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Gypsy is the theatre event of the year 


L 


AST week saw 
the most highly 
anticipated open- 


r i 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


ing night of a West End 
show in recent times. 

The Chichester Festi¬ 
val Theatre's revival of 
Gypsy opened at the 
Savoy Theatre in Lon¬ 
don, with a glittering 
press night attended by 
some of the biggest 
names in entertainment. 

The red carpet event 
boasted the likes of 

Dame Angela Lansbury, Elaine Page and Jim 
Broadbent, to name but a few, for what was to be 
a dazzling evening of theatre. 

Imelda Staunton stars as Momma Rose, an over¬ 
bearing stage mother who pushes her daughters 
into the vaudeville circuit. With mixed success 
over the years the girls gradually decide they want 
lives of their own and venture into other showbusi- 
ness careers. 

Staunton's performance really is the stuff of leg¬ 




end. Her 'Everything's Coming Up Roses' to close 
act one is simply sensational but it's the crazed un¬ 
ravelling during 'Rose's Turn' that leaves you feel¬ 
ing as if you've had more than your quota of 
something very special. 

I have never before witnessed such a truthful and 
powerful portrayal of any character and, with an 
equally strong supporting cast, including the ver¬ 
satile Laura Pulver as Louise and the waggish 
Peter Davidson as Herbie, the story unfolds with 
depth and acuteness. 

The quick pace of the show is helped by the en¬ 
ergetic and adorable ensemble of children and 
young adults performing the high velocity vaude¬ 
ville numbers and by simple, but well worked 
staging throughout. 

This production somehow manages to keep the 
charm and appeal of the 1959 film version but 
without ever feeling dated or passe which I didn't 
expect. With some wonderful comedy moments 
and well known tunes such as 'You Gotta Get a 
Gimmick' and 'Together, Wherever We Go', it's the 
show not to be missed this year. 

An absolute all round success, Gypsy is at the 
Savoy Theatre and is booking until July. 



■ CRAIG Revel Horwood 




■ ON THE RED CARPET: Elaine Paige ■ JIM Broadbent 


UNICORN 


THE UK’S THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES 

Guardian 
Daily Mail 
WhatsOnStage 


% 




28 MAR-26 APR 


THE^H 
VELVETEEN 
RABBIT 


BACK BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND! 


Tickets: £10 - £16 V 

UNICORN THEATRE, 147 TOOLEY STREET, LONDON SE1 2HZ -e-^ LONDON BRIDGE 

020 7645 0560 - UNICORNTHEATRE.COM 


CELEBRATING 

10YEARS 

ON TOOLEYSTREET 


■ WAYNE Sleep 


■ KEVIN Whateley 
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I THE cast of Rumpy Pumpy at The Landor 


Getting naughty with the WI 


THIS new musical by written by Barabara 
Jane Mackie, and based on a true story, 
promised to be a proper British tale about 
championing the underdog. 

With the Women's Institute as the back drop it 
was difficult not to make comparisons with the 
2003 film Calendar girls and it did have the same 
sort of feel. 

Unfortunately though, it lacked its successful 
predecessors' depth in both the story and the 
characters. Lots of the themes felt flimsy and dis¬ 
jointed, and quite a few of the characters were 
not given enough time for development. 

There were also a few clunky bits of script and a 
number of missed lines which didn't help with 
the pace of the dialogue and the delivery of the 
humour. 

That said, there were some very good perform¬ 
ances and some really lovely musical interludes. 

Joanne Sandi showed her singing prowess in'A 


Rumpy Pumpy 
The Landor 
by Nicky Sweetland 


Girl Like Me'and matched well with Adam Scott 
Pringle in the reprise. 

I also loved Valerie Cutko as Jean Johnson, who 
gave a lovable performance as one of the WI 
ladies set on legalising brothels and improving 
the conditions for working girls. 

I would have liked to have seen more of 
Matthew Pennington, who delivered some well 
timed jokes and more of this very British charm 
would have helped the story along and given it a 
bit more fun. 

The general feel of the show is warm and 
charming with a plenty of naughtiness and with 
more development it be could turned into some¬ 
thing special. 


Cabaret master class 
by West End legend 


by Nicky Sweetland 


WITH the London cabaret season in 
full swing, and numerous different 
venues and performers to chose form, 

I thought it was about time I dipped 
my toe in to the water. 

I chose the Crazy Coqs cabaret and Jazz Club 
right in the heart of central London for my first 
foray and was treated to an evening of music and 
song by Tony award winner and West End legend 
Frances Ruffelle. 

This tongue-in-cheek autobiographical piece 
has been performed by Ruffelle all over the 
world, and when speaking with the star after the 
show, it is clear she is very excited to have 
brought it to this fabulously intimate venue in the 
capital. 

The diminutive Ruffelle filled the room with 
exuberance and panache right from the start, 
prowling around and engaging the audience with 
Michael John LaChiusa’s “Welcome to my Party” 
before taking to the stage to peel off layer number 
one of her fabulous costume. 

The small stage was filled with a great five- 


Beneath The Dress 
The Crazy Coqs Cabaret 
and Jazz Club 


piece band who provided the backing for a very 
diverse range of music throughout the evening, 
from the nineties classic “Smells Like Teen 
Spirit” to Richard Roger’s “10 Cents A Dance”. 

In a very truthful and deeply thoughtful per¬ 
formance, Ruffelle lead us through her life in 
song, touching on darker moments but also shar¬ 
ing some of her career highlights including her 
audition song for Les Miserables, the show for 
which she won a Tony award for her portrayal of 
the urchin Eponine. 

Top drawer 

We were treated to a little of this, her most fa¬ 
mous role, firstly in a hilarious and naughty par¬ 
ody and then with a verse from the standard “On 
My Own”. 

Ruffelle had the audience in the palm of her 
hand throughout and I think many, like me, 
would have loved the show to have lasted longer. 

With a top drawer programme of entertainment 
planned for the next few months, this is one 
venue I intend to make into one of my regular 
haunts. 
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Listings 



Kensington Mums Fit Club 

Every Saturday, 10.30am - 11.30am 
Kensington Gardens 

Notting Hill Orchestra and 
Choir for Film Concert 

7.30pm, 25th April 2015 

St John's Church, Landsdowne Crescent, W11 

2NN 

Featuring performances of music from Game 
of Thrones, Inception, Meet the Flintstones, 
The Sleeping Beauty (Tchaikovsky), Chorus of 
the Hebrew Slaves (Verdi), Greensleeves 
(Vaughan Williams) and many more. 

The Grove 

Neighbourhood Centre 

Saturday, 25th April 

at 7 Brackenbury Road, Hammersmith W6 
0DT, a Spring Fete. The fete raises funds so 
that the self-funding centre can continue 
with its good works with the elderly and oth¬ 
ers. From 12:30 until 3:30 in the afternoon. 
Admission: £2.00, Seniors: £1.00, children 
under 12: free to enter. 

Cathedrals Express Day 
Trip to Bath & Bristol 

Tuesday, 28th April 2015 
Starting from West Brompton station 
Website: www.cathedralsexpress.co.uk 
Departing West Brompton station at 10am, 
the Cathedrals Express steam train will be 
taking locals on a fabulous day trip west to 
Bath and Bristol. 

Literary Lunch with 
Jessie Burton 

12pm - 2.30pm, Wednesday 29th April 2015 
Ognisko Polskie (The Polish Club), 55 Princes 
Gate, South Kensington, SW7 2PN 
This literary lunch is an opportunity to meet 
Jessie Burton, best-selling author of The 
Miniaturist. One of the hottest books at the 
2013 Book Fair, the title has since become a 
publishing phenomenon and topped both 
hardback and paperback best seller lists.. 

Opera Lyrica - 
Verdi's La Traviata 

7.30pm, 8th & 9th May and 2pm, 10th May 
2015 

20th Century Theatre, 291 Westbourne Grove, 
W112QA 

Website: www.operalyrica.co.uk 
In conjunction with the Notting Hill Mayfest, 
Opera Lyrica's up-and-coming singers and 
players will be presenting a summer season 
of classic opera, the first of which is Verdi's La 
Traviata. Conducted by Matthew Waldren, di¬ 


rected by Paola Cuffolo and produced by 
Nicholas Simpson. Tickets are priced at £8- 
£35 and can be booked online, free for 
under-16s. 

Opera Lyrica - Mozart's 
Cosi FanTutte 

2pm, 9th May and 7pm, 10th & 11 th May 
2015 

20th Century Theatre, 291 Westbourne Grove, 
W112QA 

Website: www.operalyrica.co.uk 
Continuing with Opera Lyrica's season, their 
performance of Cosi Fan Tutte is conducted 
by William Cole, directed by Paola Cuffolo 
and produced by Nicholas Simpson. 

Tickets are priced at £8-£35 and can be 
booked online, free for under-16s. 

Spring Boutique 

10.30am - 4pm, Sunday 10th May 2015 
Kensington Aldridge Academy, Silchester 
Road, W10 6EX 

Website: www.parkinsons.org.uk/springbou- 
tique An exclusive pop-up market in aid of 
Parkinson's UK, the Spring Boutique will fea¬ 
ture an eclectic collection of high quality 
goods - homeware, arts and crafts, home¬ 
made jewellery, food and drink and more - 
so a perfect place to treat yourself to some¬ 
thing special, or pick up a gift or two for 
someone else. Entry is £7.50 for adults (chil¬ 
dren under 16 go free) which includes tea or 
coffee and cake. 

Art Antiques London 

12th-18th June 2015 

Albert Hall Memorial West Lawn, Kensington 
Gardens, SW7 (opposite the Royal Albert Hall) 
Website: www.haughton.com 
Set in the beautiful parkland of Kensington 
Gardens, the Fair's Pavilion is positioned next 
to the Albert Memorial and opposite the 
Royal College of Art and The Royal Albert 
Hall; it is the first fair to take place on the his¬ 
toric site of the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

Olympia International 
Art & Antiques Fair 

18th-28th June 2015 
Olympia National, Olympia London, Ham¬ 
mersmith Road, W14 8UX 
Website: www.olympia-art-antiques.com 
Over 160 of the world's leading antiques spe¬ 
cialist dealers will be present at the Olympia 
International Art & Antiques Fair, which is 
now in its 43rd year. With pieces ranging 
from £100 to £1 million, the Fair offers the 
most diverse variety of high quality, vetted 
art, antiques and collectors' pieces than any 
other event in London 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
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Curtain Up at the Theatre Cafe 



■ CURTAIN UP presenter Tim McArthur, left, and producer Nathan Matthews, right, with Haydn 
Gwynne and Willemijn Verkaik from Woman on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown 



■ WITH Jon Jon Briones and Eva Noblezada from Miss Saigon 


Festival of Art and Faith 


THE hugely popular Saint Stephen’s Festival of 
Arts & Faith returns to the Gloucester Road 
church bigger than ever, from Monday June 1st to 
Sunday 7th. 

Alongside the ever-popular lunchtime concert 
series performed by leading students from the 
Royal College of Music, a major art exhibition, a 
schools’ art competition and special services are 
three new events this year. 

There are two exclusive performances of the ac¬ 
claimed, site-specific production of TS Eliot’s 
Murder in the Cathedral staring Philip Franks on 
Wednesday June 3rd and Thursday 4th. 

This production was performed to great acclaim 
at Temple Church in January and this return will 
be a homecoming as Saint Stephen’s Gloucester 
Road is the church where TS Eliot regularly wor¬ 
shipped. 

On Saturday, June 6th, the renowned Orpheus 
Sinfonia offer a rare chance to hear Haydn’s The 
Creation sung in the original German. 

The concert features three top soloists: soprano 
Gillian Keith, tenor Nicky Spence and bass-bari¬ 
tone Andri Bjorn Roberts son. 

Following a special symposium on the life and 
work of TS Eliot, two very high profile special 
guest actors (to be announced) will read a selec¬ 
tion of Eliot’s poetry on Tuesday June 2nd. 

This summer cultural festival has established it¬ 
self as a firm favourite with those in the know and 
early booking is recommended as the evening 
events are expected to sell-out. 


To find out more visit www.saint-stephen.org.uk 
or call 020 7370 3418 or email 

saint .Stephen @ homecall .co .uk. 

• June 1st to 7th 

Popular cultural festival with lunchtime concerts 
from the Royal College of Music, a major art ex¬ 
hibition, special services and three major events. 

• Murder in the Cathedral 
June 3rd and 4th, 8pm 

Acclaimed production starring Philip Franks in the 
church where TS Eliot regularly worshiped. 
Tickets: £10/£15/£20 

• Die Schopfung (The Creation) 

June 6th, 7.30pm 

The renowned Orpheus Sinfonia offer a rare 
chance to hear Haydn’s masterpiece sung in the 
original German with three top soloists: soprano 
Gillian Keith, tenor Nicky Spence and bass-bari¬ 
tone Andri Bjorn Robertsson. 

Tickets: £10/£15/£20 

• Symposium on T.S. Eliot 
June 2nd, 6.30pm 

Poetry Reading 
June 2nd 8.15pm 

Following a special symposium on life and work 
of TS Eliot, two very high profile special guest ac¬ 
tors (to be announced) will read a selection of 
Eliot’s poetry on Tue 2 June. 

Tickets: £10 


A S a bit of a musicals fa¬ 
natic my favourite place 
to hang out in Theatre- 
land is the Theatre Cafe on 
Shaftesbury Avenue. 

Owned and mn by London The¬ 
atre Bookings this lovely little 
coffee shop is the perfect place, 
for those of us who enjoy a show 
tune, to just chill out and soak up 
the 'stagey' atmosphere. 

I often do my writing sitting at 
the benches surrounded by posters 
and memorabilia from some of the 
West End's biggest shows. You 
also get the occasional actor dark¬ 
ening the doors and this was one 
of the reasons I decided to make a 
special effort to be there last week. 

Friday saw a very special pre 
Olivier Awards event at the The¬ 
atre Cafe with a live broadcast of 
Resonance FM's Curtain Up show. 

Hosted by Tim McArthur and 
produced by Nathan Matthews the 
weekly London show on 104.4 
FM, upped sticks and moved lock 
stock and barrel to the Shaftesbury 
Avenue venue to celebrate the 
awards ceremony as well as the 
show's third birthday. 

With some very special guests 
from the West End musical world 
and some of the most well-known 
theatre critics in London, the cafe 
was packed and my theatre geek- 
dom went in to overdrive. 

I spent a wonderful two hours 
mixing with musical stars and of- 
ficianados including Haydn 
Gwynne and Willemijn Verkaik 


by Nicky Sweetland 

from Woman on the Verge of a 
Nervous Breakdown, Stephen 
Ashfield from the Book of Mor¬ 
mon, Lorna Want and Ian McIn¬ 
tosh from Beautiful and Jon Jon 
Briones and Eva Noblezada from 
one of my all time favourites Miss 
Saigon. All of the shows and some 
of the stars were up for awards at 
the Oliviers the following Sunday 
and they all spoke quite candidly 
about their prospects and careers 
in general. 

This was a fabulous event at a 
great venue and I'm sure, for mu¬ 
sical fans, made a wonderful radio 
show. More events are planned at 
the Theatre Cafe, with the cast of 
Woman on The Verge Of a Nerv¬ 


ous Breakdown joining them for a 
Q and A and others in the pipeline. 

I spoke to the Curtain Up show's 
presenter Tim McArthur a few 
days later. 

"Resonance have recently been 
doing more outside broadcasts and 
we just thought this was the per¬ 
fect place to do it. It was great 
having all those fantastic guests 
and Olivier nominees. It was re¬ 
ally nice to be central in a great lo¬ 
cation and have a live audience," 
he said. 

The Curtain Up show is on Fri¬ 
days between 4-5:30pm on Reso¬ 
nance FM 104.4FM. 

The Theatre Cafe is on Shaftes¬ 
bury Avenue opposite the Queen’s 
Theatre and also sells tickets 
through London Theatre Bookings. 
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I WITH Stephen Ashfield from The Book of Mormon 



Central London Golf Centre, with delightful views 
across the golf course is the ideal venue to hire 
for parties, weddings and receptions. Our function 
suite hosts up to 300 guests. 


FANTASTIC OFFER FOR SPRING 

CENTRAL LONDON GOLF CENTRE 

PARTIES, WEDDINGS & 
RECEPTIONS 






We also cater for funeral receptions. 

CLGC, Burntwood Lane, Wandsworth, London SWI7 OAT 
020 8871 2468 • www.clgc.co.uk • info@clgc.co.uk 
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Nuts About Streatham 
Nuts About Property 
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Our new Streatham office is now open! 

Contact the local property experts for a free sales or lettings valuation 
and for a limited time take advantage of our fantastic introductory offer. 


Streatham Office acorn.ltd.uk 

4 Streatham High Road, London SW16 1DB 

020 8768 6373 acorn 

streatham@acorn.ltd.uk 


The Acorn Group, incorporating: 

# acorn muiga John Payne (UNIQUE) st ^ HHI 
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Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Public Notices 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL 
PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT) (ENGLAND) ORDER 
2015 ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON AND 
CHELSEA 

NOTICE OF MAKING OF A DIRECTION UNDER ARTI¬ 
CLE 4(1) RELATING TO THE ENTIRE AREA OF THE 
ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA 

NOTICE IS GIVEN by the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, being the appropriate Local Planning Authority, that is 
has made a Direction under Article 4(1) of The Town And 
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 
Order 2015 (GPDO). 

The Direction was made on 15 April 2015 and applies to the 
entire area of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 
The Direction applies to the development described in the fol¬ 
lowing Class of the GPDO:- 

Schedule 2 Part 1 Class A, in so far as it relates to the enlarge¬ 
ment, improvement or other alteration of a dwellinghouse by way 
of basement development, lightwells or any other development 
below the dwellinghouse or its curtilage. 

The effect of the Direction is that the permission granted by 
Article 3 of the GPDO shall not apply to such development and 
such development shall not be carried out within that area unless 
planning permission is granted by the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea (the "Council"). 

A copy of the Direction and of the Plan defining the area to 
which it relates may be seen at the offices of the Council at the 
Customer Service Centre, Town Hall, Homton Street, London, 
W8 7NX during normal office hours or can be viewed on the 
Council's website at www.rbkc.gov.uk. 

Representations may be made concerning the aforementioned 
Article 4 Direction between 24 April 2015 and 8 June 2015. If 
you wish to make representations, the Council would prefer to 
receive your representations by email sent to 
planningpolicy@rbkc.gov.uk. Alternatively, you may wish to 
send representations by post addressed to the Executive Director, 
Planning and Borough Development, Policy Team, Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Town Hall, Homton Street, 
London, W8 7NX. Whether using email or post please put the 
following reference on your representation namely: 
'Representation for the Non-immediate Article 4 - Basement 
Direction'. Any representation must be received by the Council 
by 5pm on Monday 8 June 2015 and should include your name, 
postal address and, if desired, an e-mail address. 

It is proposed that the Direction will come into force on 28 April 
2016, subject to the consideration of any representations received 
during the consultation period and the Direction being confirmed 
by the Council. 

Dated : 15th April 2015 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 



English Lessons 


fully qualified + experienced 
teacher in your home 
Cambridge exams / IELTS 
conversation / writing 
improve your English! 

£45 per hour 
david@eltlondon.com 

07843 770386 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 



ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW AND 
BOXED Davina Folding 
Magnetic Exercise Bike, new 
£119.99. £00 ono. George 
Foreman, 4 portion family grill, 
new £89.99. £50. Toasted, 2 
slice £20. Vivitar Camera FI 28, 
new £24.99 £15. 020 8741 1966 
/ 07930 616 323 

PHILIPS VIVA HR1864 JUICER 

£35 less than 1 year old, plus 3 
years paid for guarantee. Can 
be replaced at Argos until April 
2017. Send email for pic pim- 
licogerry@gmail.com. Tel: 020 
7834 3572 

A LOT OF GLASSWARE, 
CROCKERY purses, a lot of 
books and teddy bears, some 
clothes. Tel: 020 8847 5812. 

QUALITY FURNITURE FOR 
SALE sofas, table and chairs, 
shelves of drawers. Contact me 
on 07534 693 518 

LADIES WOOL & CASHMERE 
COAT camel colour, size 14, 
nearly new £20 ono. 020 7723 
9244 


DORCA SILVER THIMBLE 

£10. Tel: 020 8858 7569 



MOBILE PHONE SAMSUNG 
GALAXY MINI 2-GT 56500. Very 
good condition, battery charger 
inc £50.1970's Soda Syfon, red 
inc colour, vgc. £20. Tel: 07754 
792 799 

SINGLE BED WITH REMOTE 

to raise head and feet, buyer 
collects £80 ono. Tel: 020 8291 
7914 



SCOOTER CHILD'S PROTIX 

hardly used, brought from 
Revelotion, Ramsgate, Kent. 
Expensive, ideal for present, 
accept £35. Could arrange 
delivery. Tel: 020 8692 8449 


LADIES BICYCLE very good 
condition, recently services £40 
ono. Sidcup area. 020 8850 
7635 



BEAUTIFUL SANDERSON 
FLORAL CURTAINS 1 pair cur¬ 
tains fits 10' windows x 84" 
drop plus 1 curtain fits 4' win¬ 
dow x 84" drop interlined pinch 
pleat including brass poles £80 
the lot. Tel: 020 8642 5336 



501 DAYS OUT FOR KIDS IN 
THE UK & IRELAND Hardcover 
Book with hundreds of ideas as 
to what to do with the kids. 
BNIB, Brand new, mint condi¬ 
tion, boxed. Could post. £8. Tel. 
020 8670 7909 

GUIDE TO BETTER DUPLI¬ 
CATE BRIDGE Ron Klinger, 
Really Easy Defence, both are 
bridge books, new unwanted 
present. £8 and £6. Tel: 020 
8857 8060 



Chalet holiday home for sale 

seaside location Camber Sands 
needs some refurbishment 
works completing price reflects 
this! Real bargain on a 4* sea¬ 
side holiday park. Call Charlotte 
for more info 07446 111 787 

Cheap static caravan sited on 
Camber Sands 4* seaside park 
open 12 months. 3 bedroom 
spacious holiday home in excel¬ 
lent condition site fees for 2015 
are FREE call Charlotte 07446 
111 787 


MODEL RAILWAY CON¬ 
STRUCTION and model railway 
magazines ranging from 1961- 
1970, 37 copies £12. DENBY 
STONEWARE 8 1/2", 

BURLINGTON BLACK SKITTLE 
SHAPED JAR £24 ono, Clown 
Pelham Puppet (in box) £20. Tel: 
020 8850 1441 

VALVE RADIO 1940 Phillips, 
small brown Bakerlite model. 
Good condition and working 
order. £35. 01932 355 179 



ADJUSTABLE WALKING SUP¬ 
PORT TETRAPOD STICK 

maximum user weight 20st. 
Can deliver locally price £15, 
new £28. 020 8698 0357 

WANTED - FAST MOBILITY 
SCOOTER good condition, 
long mileage ration. Must deliv¬ 
er. Tel: 020 7064 0949 



VACUUM CLEANER Electrolux 
Contour 1000 watts, working in 
good conditions, any offer, vac¬ 
uum cleaner, neumatic interna¬ 
tional 230-240v, 1100 w maxim, 
850 w, minimum working in 
good condition, any offer. Tel: 
020 7733 1836 & 07877 818 
162 

DYSON UPRIGHT VACUUM 
CLEANERS cylinder cleaner, 
bagless, serviced, £35 each, 
now like new. Demonstrated 
working. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Could arrange delivery. 

VAX POWER & PET VACUMM 
CLEANEr 2300 watts, antibac¬ 
terial, turbo tool 5lt capacity. 
Tel. 20 8412 0192 



model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £16, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17. Bush VCR903 inc 
remote £17 220 240V-50HZ 
VCR 903. Tel: 020 8670 4682 



LADIES black satin jacket for 
evening wear & special occa¬ 
sions, 3/4 length sleeves, round 
neckline and zip up front, brand 
new, size 10, folds on front of 
jacket. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

BENETTON TWO PIECE SET 

cardigan style top with corded 
short skirt, olive green with flow¬ 
ers pattern, s/m, brand new £20 
(set). Brand new. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES TOP gold, silk, v neck¬ 
line with elaborate beading, 
round neckline sleeveless, 
brand new, Principles, size 16, 
£15. Tel. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES blue velvet jacket, with 
buttons on front, lovely colour, 
detail on sleevs, a beautiful 
jacket size 16 £20. Tel: 020 
8682 0771 

WHISTLES light green cardi¬ 
gan, very pretty, 2 pockets, 
small size, amazing bargain £5. 
Tel: 020 8670 6394 

CAMEL DUFFLE JACKET new 

Damart, size 12, another amaz¬ 
ing bargain. £15. Tel: 020 8670 
6394 

LADIES multi-coloured top, 
beige/pink, long length, short 
sleeves, size 24, attractive style, 
new £10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 


LADIES long length, black satin 
skirt, size 14, brand New Look 
£6.00. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



SUN LOUNGER FOLDING 
WITH DRINKS TRAY expen¬ 
sive, heavy duty white plastic, 
two wheels accept £25 with free 
new folding chair with arm 
rests. Could arrange delivery. 
Tel: 020 8692 8449 

THREE PIECE SUITE leather, 
colour maroon, two armchairs, 
one two seater settee, very 
good condition £99. Tel: 020 
8859 0975 

LAST CHANCE 3 SEATER 
SOFA sand colour, as new only 
£50. Small table & 2 chairs, 
metal £20. Tel: 020 7733 0623 
Brixton 


CHAIRS metal frame wood 
seat, as new £20. Tel: 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 



FLYMO HOVER MOWER 360 
ELECTRIC with built in grass 
box in manufacturers, box 
demonstrated working 2015 
model, unwanted gift. Accept 
£75. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Could 
arrange delivery. 



REEBOK EXERCISE BIKE 

£99.00, Dumbell with over 15kg 
weights (cast iron). £25, sit-up 
bench £15.00. Tel: 07745 641 
970 


black, square face with dia¬ 
mond, seldom worn £25. 020 
7733 0623 



PHILIPS AVENT MANUAL 
NATURAL BREAST PUMP 

BPA Free, used twice thus mint 
condition complete with 125ml 
bottle with adapter ring, stand, 
newborn teat travel pack, seal¬ 
ing disc (for milk storage), 1 
spare valve all in original pack¬ 
aging with instructions. From 
smoke and pet free home £15. 
Tel. 020 8670 7909 

BABYSTART PREMIUM 
PUSHCHAIR All extras, rain- 
cover, Cosytoes shopping bas¬ 
ket. Exc. condition £20. Tel: 020 
8853 2899 


MOTHERCARE MY4 black 
pram with raincover £20. Tel: 
020 8851 8172 



LADIES MAROON LEATHER 
LOAFER STYLE SHOES with 
flap on instep and great smart 
shoe, size 6, as new, Dr 
Martens brand, no repairs ever 
required £3. Tel: 020 8682 0771 


AIWA ZR HIFI UNIT in cabinet, 
120 watt with record players, 
twin cassette, 5 disc CD player, 
radio VHF medium and long 
wave remote control. £60. Tel: 
01322 463 385. Mobile 07837 
198 518 



PERFORMANCE POWER PTC 
500 WET TILE SAW Wet Tile 
Saw / Cutter - 500w - PTC500 
230-240v - 50Hz, No: 5200min, 
Disc size 110mm x 22.2mm, 
EAN 05233236. Good condition 
£25. Tel. 020 8670 7909 

Double Radiator 1/2 price, 
standard Height: 500mm Width: 
800mm BTU: 4590 Radiator 
Wattage: 1345 Colour: White 
includes brackets, valves; virtu¬ 
ally new. Only 1 left £35. Call 
0208 670 7909 


CHILD'S CUDDLY TOY Claree, 
35" long excluding tail. White 
Snow Lion with black markings 
(brand new) £25. Would make a 
beautiful gift for a child at 
Easter, tel: 020 8399 9942 



VANMERLIN 


Spiritual 
Councillor 
Tarot readings 
& healings 

Accurate advice 
and guidance 

07426 001 375 

BLESSED BE 

Medium Clairvoyant 
121 Private Readings 
Psychic Parties 
Reading and Healing Days 
Group Bookings 
020 3539 6314 
07549 347 507 

www.sharonaheallovelight.co.uk 

heal-love-light@hotmail.co.uk 



London 





To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . ACC|C|/^AT|QM 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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Home Services 
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PLASTERING 

J Reliable Service * 
No job too small* 

J Please call Alan * 

J 07597 663 838} 

^k'k'k^k^k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k^k'k 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

cut 

020 0760 4020 

or 

020 8768 4922 


Building 


f Specialists in 

p ^ South East • Roofing • Building • Home 

x y General Property Maintenance Ltd „ . 

Free no obligation quote. 'mprovcments . Fencing . 
Southeastmaintenance@outlook.com Plastering • Rubbish/House 

07824118659 Clearances etc. 


TREACY BUILDING 
SERVICES 


• Plumbing • Carpentry • Plastering 
• Wiring • Bricklaying • Painting 

• Decorating • Supply / Fitting new 

Kitchens / Bathrooms 
All roofing repairs & new roofs 
All work guaranteed! 

Over 25 years exp. No job too small! 
Cheapest prices in all of London 


Tel Des 07424 606 624 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Building Repairs/Alterations 



LIVE IN LOFT 


Loft Conversion Specialists 

Are you considering a loft conversion to give 
your family extra space for a Bedroom, 
bathroom or study? 

As your family begin to outgrow your home a 
loft conversion may be the answer to give you 
that extra space, eliminate the cost & upheaval 
of moving & at the same time increasing the 
value of your home by about 20% 

Why not contact us to arrange a free estimate 
31A Green Lane, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6AG 
Free phone 0800 612 9414 
Office: 020 8295 4508 
www.liveinlofts.co.uk 
Email: liveinlofts@btconnect.com 
subsidiary of S.E. One Builders Ltd. 
Company Reg. 08215424 


Cleaning 


SHARIVIAC POWER 
CLEANING 

Mould Removal Specialist 
Moss Removal on Roofs or 
Driveways 

Painting and Decorating Services 

^ Flease call 

07768 242 485 
4T\ 0753 973 3875 / 


mmm la 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


DBZ Electronics 

TV, VIDEO & HI FI 

REPAIRS & SERVICES 
FREE QUOTE 

Call SAM 

020 3674 0508 
07909 660 114 

TV, LCD, PLASMA, DVD 
HIFI, HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS & COMPUTERS 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 



We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8760 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


Glass & Glazing 


ICALL 


For a free no obligation quote 
Please call our free phone 


number: 0800 3899250 

24/7 emergency glazing & boarding non 
emergency work undertaken. 1st call glazing Ltd 
offer a wide range of services: 

Shop Fronts *• Lead Light Specialists 
^ ** Double Glazed Units ^ Mirrors 

+ Safety Glass & Toughened Glass 


Handy Man 


Chinese Builder 

Roofing, Brickwork, 
Plastering, Electrics, 
Carpentry, Kitchens, 
Interior Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop Fitting, 
Decorating and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 

No Job Too Big Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 



CARPET 

CLEANING 


Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


Cleaning 


QEANrJGTEAM 

First Choice for cleaning 

• Domestic cleaning • Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning • Office and commercial cleaning 
• After building cleaning • Residential and common area 

• Gardening • Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaners. Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

020 8452 2900 www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, electrical, painting, 
decorating, fitting, fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 


House Clearance 



HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 


Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 

FIGHT 

FOR EVERY ’Charges from mobiles may vary. 

HEARTBEAT © British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 

bhf.org.uk and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


e-mail: classified@slp.co.uk 

Tel: 020 8768 4939_www.southlondon-today.co.uk 


AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 



and 

Interior Alterations 


Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 

v Call Bernard , 

07874 337 964 

II*, ^ji 


Roofing & Guttering 


DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947 667 135 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


SOUTHERN ROOFING 

07811 449 737 I 020 8764 4747 
Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 
All Types of Lead Work and Chimneys - Free Estimates 

davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 


Skvite/RittxshRemoual 



AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


ALL AWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


SOLS 

REMOVALS 

Reliable Friendly Service 
House and Office Moved 
House Clearance 
Furnitures Bought 

Tel: 07521 463 390 



Plumbing & Heating 


PLUMBING AND 



HCATMG SCPVICCS 


Putting your home in 
sa fe hands 


FREEPHONE 

0800 779 7716 

MOBILE 

07953 137 416 

www.skjlimited.com 

info@skjlimited.com 

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 


SKJ Engineering provide a comprehensive Gas and Heating, 
Plumbing, Drainage and Electrical service 24 hours a day! 


Fully qualified and experienced engineers. 


Competitive prices while maintaining a high standard of 
workmanship. All work is guaranteed. 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

l/l/e can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk faJfto 


Clickbookfix 

Plumbing and 
Electrical Company 

Lowest hourly rates 
in London £39 
Gas Safe Plumbers 
Large & Small works 
All work guaranteed 
clickbookfix.com 
020 35141475 

Why pay more? 


PLUMBING 
HEATING & 
BLOCKAGES 

Small jobs - boiler 
changes 

Full heating systems etc 
Gas safe: 216739 
Call Danny 

07958 409 998 


TUBBS 

PLUMBING 

Reliable Husband 
& Wife Team 
Cheap Rates!! 

No Job too small 
No call out charge! 
020 8695 9165 
07768 512 240 


'STEVENS & SONS' 

Plumbing & Heating 
Gas Engineers 

Family run business, Est 1961 
All plumbing & heating work 
undertaken 
Free Estimates 
Emergency Services 
Available 24/7 

l 07982 909 405 J 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheao.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 


ONE 

STOP 

& 

& 

W z - 

|53mijrjJ 

It + Hi 


Highly secure storage facility 

with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 





AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

Same day repair 

All work guaranteed 
Fast, Friendly Service 
All London 
area’s covered 

Call us now 

020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Senior Reporters 

South London Press 


Are you up for a challenge? 

We are looking for experienced reporters with a proven 
track record to be part of our South London Press team, 
working for both paid-for and free newspapers. 

You will be confident at handling a broad range of news 
stories and be a superb grassroots reporter, building 
strong contacts within our many communities. 

You will be a self-starter and driven to succeed 
working in a small team. 

Our offices are in Streatham and our patch covers 
Southwark, Lambeth, Lewisham, Wandsworth, 
Merton and Greenwich. 


Apply by email only, with covering letter and CV, to: 
Hannah Walker, Editor-in-Chief, South London Press, 
email: hannahwalker@slp.co.uk 
Closing date for applications: Thursday, April 30. 
The South London Press is a Tindle publication. 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and been a part 
of the community in South Lonson since 1865 



London $Ntil fill HHlIt EMMBMX 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the 
Tindle Newspapers Ltd., a group of privately owned, 
independent, family newspapers 



An 11-18 Church of England Girls' School 


Ipl St Saviour’s 
^^l^rPSyOlave’s 
^frOO'School 


New Kent Road 
London 
SE14AN 
020 7407 1843 


Science Technician 

To start Sept 1st 2015 or a.s.a.p. 
Term-Time Only 

APTC scale 12 - 20 £18,928-£22,452 
Pro rata for TTO £16,279-£19,310 

This highly successful multi-cultural school 
is looking to appoint an experienced science 
technician to join a large, busy and vibrant 
department. The successful candidate 
should have experience of working in a 
school laboratory across all key stages 
including KS5. A specialism in biology would 
be advantageous. 

Please email apply@ssso.southwark.sch.uk 
for an application pack. Closing date for 
applications is Tuesday 5th May 2015. 

We are committed to the safeguarding of children so all our appointments 
are subject to a satisfactory enhanced DBS check. We are committed to 
Equal Opportunities. NOR 786 fine 148 in the Sixth Form). 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0768 4920 

or 

020 8768 4922 


Join EARTH FLEET 
10,000 PCO Licensed 
PRIUS Owner Drivers 
for busy 
CENTRAL LONDON 
24/7 OPEN SHIFT 
100% RENT FREE 

Apply: hr@earthfleet.co.uk 
Today www.earthfleet.co.uk 



Media Sales Executive 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

# Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 

karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 


Child Care/Nursery 


ACORN CHILDRENS CLUB 
Ackroyd Centre, SE23 1DL, Requires 
EXPERIENCED DEPUTY MANAGER 

£12 per hour,20 hrs per week minimum 
Clear DRB/DBS, high level if IT skills essential 
Experience in staff management/team work, 
Room/Activity planning suitable for 4-10 year olds. Flexible 
hours for breakfast, after school clubs and playschemes. 
Tel: 020 8291 3181 Or 07739 234 239 
Email: acornsc@gmail.com 


Sales & Marketing 


FIELD SALES 
PEOPLE 

required by marketing 
company in London 

Salary + commission 
+ Bonuses. 

Please send CV 
mbtmanagement@ 
hotmail.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WATTING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 
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Cf? Motability 



MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 


MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


£99 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 




CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 


Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 1/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 



OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.81/100km). C0 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 


SJ? Motability 

• w The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 




R’s can strike 
Hammer blow 


A FTER a two-week respite, QPR 
resume their prolonged battle for 
Premier League survival with a 
crucial home London derby against West 
Ham on Saturday that they should relish. 

There couldn’t be a since Christmas, 
better time to face West Sunday’s 2-0 defeat at 


Ham, whose players 
appear to have donned 
sun shades and flip- 
flops and have their 
sights firmly set on their 
expensive summer 
holidays rather than 
trying to hoist Hammers 
above 10 th place. 

After a promising first 
half to the season, the 
east Londoners have 
been in relegation form 



LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 


Manchester City was 
their eighth consecutive 
league game on the road 
since Boxing Day 
without a win. They 
have won only two of 
their last 14 Premier 
League games, beating 
stragglers Hull City and 
Sunderland at home. 

Perhaps their inept 
performances in 2015 
are linked to the 


REMEMBERING 
FULHAM’S BIG DAY 

With David Lloyd 

FORTY years ago Fulham reached the 1975 FA Cup 
Final. Being Fulham, they naturally took the most 
torturous, most meandering and, let's be honest, 
ultimately the most thrilling pathway to the Twin 
Towers. Replay after replay, away victories galore 
and, yes, in the final reckoning a glorious failure 
once we'd reached Wembley (via the High Court). 

No point celebrating a defeat, even if it was a hell of 
an achievement for second division FFC to defy the 
odds and get to the final. No point celebrating a 
defeat, even if it was still one hell of a tale that West 
Ham and England legend Bobby Moore should have 
one last hurrah for the Whites against... West Ham. 
Nah, no point at all. 

Actually, there was a hell of a lot worth celebrating - 
if not the 2-0 Cup Final defeat itself. Our route to 
Wembley was full of twists and turns and our set-up 
was awash with characters, one or two, alas, no longer 
with us. So why not? Let’s give it a go. And with that, 
TOOFIF- Fulham fanzine There's Only One Fin Fulham - 
went for it. On a fairly minor scale, of course; best to 
keep it fairly modest, although as punchy as possible. 

And then the whole ruddy thing took off! The 
response has been utterly extraordinary. It's been 
great fun interviewing the guys today about the 
events of 40 years ago. But more than fun, it's been 
illuminating too. No-one has been more open about 
the events of the big day than full-back John Cutbush, 
tracked down after 20 years of unintentional exile 
from his former team-mates. Although Peter Mellor 
comes close. 

The latest on Jimmy Conway's health is tough to take 
in; on a brighter note John Mitchell recounts his high 
points with Aussie-based Fulham fan Paul Steele. Alec 
Stock's daughter Sarah champions her dad's 
footballing exploits, not least in leading underdogs 
Fulham to Wembley, while Les Strong underpins the 
whole thing by popping up here there and 
everywhere. Except, sadly, on the famous Wembley 
turf in 1975. 

So "fairly modest yet punchy" became a bumper 
special, and the biggest-ever issue 
of TOOFIF given its 128 pages and 
upscale in dimensions (it's a 
perfect bound B5 issue). And 
graced by the wonderful photos 
of Ken Coton and supreme 
artwork by Paine Proffitt (check 
out the front cover for starters). 

The enthusiasm for the project 
by all those who've contributed - 
not least the players of the day 
(including those from West Ham), 
plus former coaches and Sarah 
Stock - has pushed the wow 
factor to seriously high levels and 



increasingly probability 
that manager Sam 
Allardyce is only days 
away from being invited 
to leave the club in the 
absence of a new 
contract offer from the 
owners. 

Even if his future lies 
away from Upton Park, 
Allardyce has indicated 
that he would prefer to 
stay in the capital, 
which has prompted 
recent media 
speculation linking him 
with both Fulham and 
QPR, where there could 
be new vacancies in the 
weeks ahead. 

R’s hope to have 
Leroy Fer back in their 
squad for Saturday’s 
London derby. The 
Dutchman has been 


sidelined for two 
months with a knee 
injury and not played 
since scoring in the 2-0 
victory at Sunderland in 
February. 

But he has resumed 
training and is eager to 


play the more central 
role, just off forwards 
Charlie Austin and 
Bobby Zamora, that 
manager Chris Ramsey 
would like him to fulfil 
for the vital matches to 
come. 

“I hope to be 100 per 
cent ready for the West 
Ham game,” Fer 
confirmed to 
www.qpr.co.uk 

“I don’t want to say 
how many minutes I will 
be able to play if I am 
involved but I will try to 
do everything I can until 
I can’t anymore. 

“With just five games 
to go, I just want to 
throw everything into 
these games.” 

After facing West Ham, 
R’s have difficult away 
games at Liverpool (May 
2) and Manchester City 
(May 10), before hosting 
Newcastle United (May 
16). Their final game is 
at rejuvenated Leicester 
City (May 24). 

It is unrealistic to 
expect to come away 
from either Anfield or 
The Etihad with a win 
but the home matches 
against West Ham and 
Newcastle - who are also 
in freefall - will have to 
yield six points if Hoops 
are to have any hope of 
staying up. 

■ QPR Girls Under-14s 
beat Crystal Palace in 
dramatic style on Sunday 
to win the Surrey League 
Cup Final. R's came 
from 3-1 down at half¬ 
time to win 4-3 thanks to 
goals from Echo Barrett, 
Shannon Day, Olivia 
Gaffney and Katie 
Hennessy. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Thursday, April 23 

CHELSEA U21 v Everton U21,7.05. 

Saturday, April 25 

Norwich City U18 v FULHAM U18,12.00. 

QPR v West Ham United, 3.00. 

FULHAM v Middlesbrough, 3.00 
Sunday, April 26 
Arsenal v CHELSEA, 4.00. 

Monday, April 27 

CHELSEA U18 v Manchester City U18 
(FAYC Final, 2nd leg), 7.45. 

Tuesday, April 28 

FULHAM U21 v Manchester United U21,7.00. 
Wednesday, April 29 
Leicester City v CHELSEA, 7.45. 




SURREY CCC 
ROUND-UP 


S RI Lanka 
cricket icon 
Kumar 

Sangakarra struck 
fear through 
Surrey's second 
division rivals in the 
Championship by 
scoring an unbeaten 
112 on the first day 
of his debut match 
against Glamorgan. 

With wicketkeeper 
Steven Davies also in fine 
form on 109 not out, they 
shared an unbroken fourth 
wicket partnership of 213 
as the visitors closed day 
one in Cardiff on 363-3. 

Surrey’s other major 
signing, Kevin Pietersen, 
had progressed to 19 from 
28 balls before edging a 


catch to first slip. 

Sangakkara’s first 
century for his new 
county on a flat pitch 
included 14 fours and one 
six from 162 deliveries. 
The classy left-hander 
reached three figures in 
217 minutes at the crease. 

He was eventually 
dismissed - c Bragg b 
Lloyd - for 149 on 
Monday morning, by 
which time his 
partnership with Davies 
reached 294. 

Davies did even better, 
reaching a career-best 200 
not out when Surrey 
declared on 563-7. 

Davies told Surrey CCC 
TV: “Sangakkara’s knock 
was phenomenal and to 
be batting with him was 
great. 



Steven Davies: honoured 
to play with Sangakkara 

“He’s a hero of mine, 

I’ve watched him for many 
years, so to be out there in 
the middle with him was a 
great honour. To have a big 
partnership with him made 
my day.” 

Surrey host their first 
match of the season on 
Sunday, when Essex visit 
the Kia Oval for the start 
of a four-day 
Championship game. 


Jl 


MIDDLESEX CCC 
ROUND-UP 


N ew 

Middlesex 

captain 

Adam Voges and 
Nick Compton 
earned their team a 
draw to frustrate 
Nottinghamshire in 
the opening first 
division 

Championship game 
of the season at 
Lord’s. 

Notts had dominated for 
three days before 
Compton batted more 
than four hours for 85 off 
217 balls, while Voges 
made a more fluent 72 off 
101 balls and though both 
of them fell to Harry 
Gurney, Notts’ most 
threatening bowler, James 
Harris and Tim Murtagh 
held out for 19 overs in an 
eighth wicket stand to 
salvage a draw that felt as 
good as a victory for 
Middlesex. 

Australian Voges said: 
“With what we got set as 
a fourth innings total, a 
draw was our best result. 
We knew we had to fight 
and grind and I was really 
proud of the effort the 


boys gave. Nick 
Gubbings and Nick 
Compton, in particular, 
faced 60 or 70 overs of 
the innings and took a lot 
of sting out of their 
attack, which helped the 
rest of us.” 

Overseas player 

It was announced last 
week that Voges will soon 
be replaced by fellow 
Aussie Joe Bums as 
Middlesex’s overseas 
player when he leaves in 
May to tour West Indies 
with Australia. 

Bums and Voges will 
both be available to play 
in Middlesex’s opening 
T20 Blast fixture against 
Gloucestershire at Bristol. 
At the conclusion of the 
match Voges will depart 
for the Caribbean. Burns 
will then be available to 
play in Middlesex’s next 
seven Championship 
matches and 11 T20 Blast 
games before leaving to 
tour India with Australia 
Aon July 18. 

The county will 
announce its plans for a 
further overseas player in 
the coming weeks. 


Batsman Burns, 25, had 
an excellent Sheffield 
Shield season with 
Queensland, scoring 
almost 800 runs at an 
average of 53. 

These performances 
earned him his Test debut 
for Australia against India. 
In his two appearances he 
scored two fifties and was 
unfortunate not to be 
picked for Australia’s 
tours of West Indies and 
England. During the 
winter he also scored 278 
runs at an average of 46 in 
50 over cricket. 

“I’m very excited to sign 
with Middlesex for this 
season,” said Bums. “The 
chance to call Lord’s home 
is going to be special. 

“The club has high 
ambitions for success in 
Division One, which was 
important for me.” 

Voges said of his fellow 
countryman: “He’s a very 
good player and a good, 
young bloke. He’s a good 
character who will fit in 
well here and I’m sure he 
will make a lot of runs. 
He’ll be hungry to do well 
and Gus Fraser has done 
well to get him.” 

After a 10-day break, 
Middlesex return to action 
with their second 
Championship game of 
2015 against Somerset, 
starting at Taunton on 
Sunday. 


makes for a riveting read. 

Not that Strongy is ever serious. Our injured left-back 
and dressing-room comic probably did a stand-up 
routine in the High Court on the morning of the big 
match - while the judge tried to make sense of a 
contract dispute involving football boots. 


Chelsea kids top in Europe 



■ The TOOFIF bumper edition, priced at £5, is 
available in various newsagents near Fulham 
FC - or simply email the editor David Lloyd via 
dmltoofif@blueyonder.co.uk for details of how 
to receive a copy. 

THREE COPIES TO BE WON! 

To stand a chance of winning a copy, simply 
answer this question: Which two players in 
Fulham's Wembley 75 team had previously 
won the FA Cup with other London clubs? 
Email your answer to us at 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
before Friday, May 1. Good luck! 


CHELSEA have been crowned European champions 
for youth football following a 3-2 win over Shakhtar 
Donetsk in the UEFA Youth League Final. 

Blues' under-19s defeated the Ukrainians in the final 
held at Nyon in Switzerland following a semi-final victory 
over Roma three days earlier. 

They impressed throughout the tournament, winning 
nine of their 10 matches. Since the campaign started last 
September, Chelsea have beaten Schalke, Sporting 
Lisbon, Maribor, Zenit St Petersburg and Atletico Madrid 
en route to the semis. 

FANTASTIC ACCOMPLISHMENT 

Speaking to the official Chelsea website, head of youth 
development Neil Bath said: "It really is a fantastic 
accomplishment to have won this competition. It is the 
pinnacle of youth football in Europe, with the top clubs 
involved, so the win is a huge credit to everybody 
involved. 


"Adi Viveash (the Under-19s manager) and all the 
backroom staff deserve massive congratulations, as do 
the players, many of whom have been with us right from 
the start of their development. However, we must always 
acknowledge in these moments the enormous team 
effort that has gone into the development of this group 
of players. 

"From the scouts who bring them in at a young age to 
the staff at Cobham whose job it is to then develop 
them, it is a complete group effort and therefore 
everybody involved in the Academy should be incredibly 
proud." 

Dominic Solanke, who was on the bench for the first 
team against Man United on Sunday, was the 
tournament's top scorer. 

Chelsea hope to put the seal on another fine season at 
youth level by retaining the FA Youth Cup. The first leg of 
the final against Man City was scheduled for Monday, 
with the second leg at Stamford Bridge next Monday. 
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Hazard is up 
with the best 



Eden Hazard, with Branislaw Ivanovic in the background, has been outstanding Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


B RANISLAV Ivanovic is convinced 
that Chelsea’s mercurially- 
talented Eden Hazard is right up 
there with the likes of Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Lionel Messi and is a shoe-in to be 
named Footballer of the Year. 

It was Hazard who scored his fifth goal in seven 
games on Saturday to down a rejuvenated Manchester 
United at Stamford Bridge. That leaves Chelsea 10 
points clear of Arsenal at the top, just two wins away 
from their first league title in five years. 

Serbia defender Ivanovic, 31, said of the 1-0 victory: 
“I think in the last couple of months Manchester 
United have played very well and we knew it was 
going to be very hard. We had to adapt to the way they 
played and we had to adapt our game. For us, we had 
to work harder and show how good we are as a team. 

“Tactically, I think we got it right, especially in the 
midfield, because they had a lot of attacking players 
and they stretched and controlled the game. 

“We had to cover a lot of space and it was very, very 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

hard but I think we answered them in all areas.” 

And his assessment of team-mate Hazard? 

“He makes the difference, he is the one who is so 
important to us in every game. 

“He gets lot of kicks all the time but he never 
complains and works so hard and is improving 
massively. 

“He has been our most important player since day 
one,” said Ivanovic. “And we have been top of the 
table since the start of the season. 

“It is not over but in my opinion it is the best season 
of his career and he is flying. 

“He is right up there with Messi and Ronaldo. I see 
him in training every game and have played lots of 
games with him. 

“For me, he is the guy who you just have to give the 
ball and he will do everything. Sometimes he looks so 
impressive, like he is not from this world.” 



Chelsea boss Jose 
Mourinho is quite happy 
to sing the praises of 
Hazard as well. 

“He's getting strong. 

Physically, mentally he's 
getting very strong,” he 
said. 

“He understands his 

role. The day before the United game I told him: ‘This 
game we will never lose. Never.’ But we needed to 
win. He understands that clearly, especially in a 
moment where the team doesn’t have all its power, he 
understands when the game becomes strategic. He 
understands that his talent is fundamental for the team. 
He was there for us and almost scored a second goal 
when he hit the post.” 

Is Hazard the hardest-working superstar Mourinho 
has worked with? 

“I've had lots of stars. Hopefully in every club I have 
worked in, I had stars. But yes, he is the humble star.” 

But Mourinho added: “He's also a kid but he’s a great 
kid and he’s growing up. He knows that he is one of 
the three best players in the world and he is coping 
with the responsibility that comes with that. 

“I want Eden Hazard to be champion. I hope he gets 
that (POY) award. But the award I want him to win 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Fulham stumbling to safety 


F ULHAM stumbled ever closer to 

securing another season in the second 
tier with Saturday's scrappy 1 -0 win at 
Blackpool and now only a monumental 
collapse in their remaining two matches of 
the season - and a bizarre turn of events at 
Millwall - can result in a second consecutive 
relegation. 

Although Blackpool had already been 
relegated before this game, they should have 
gone two-up in the first five minutes but 
teenage winger Henry Cameron wasted a 
couple of gilt-edged chances. 

Matt Smith headed Fulham's winner from Sean 
Kavanagh's left-wing cross in the eighth minute. 
Since returning from his loan spell with League 
One champions Bristol City in March, the 
powerhouse Smith has played a significant role 
in securing Whites'Championship status. 

His form - four goals in nine games - has 
some Fulham fans wondering why he wasn't 
recalled to Craven Cottage sooner. 

The result was harsh on the Seasiders, who did 
enough to deserve at least a point. 

But the much needed away win, Fulham's fifth 
of the season in the league, leaves them nine 


points clear of the relegation zone, although 
22nd-placed Millwall have three games to play 
and could still catch Kit Symons' side if they win 
all their games and there is a 10-goal swing in 
goal difference. 

Whites have difficult looking games against 
the teams placed third and fourth in the 
division - Middlesbrough visit SW6 on Saturday 
before Fulham end their uncomfortable 
campaign at Norwich City the following 
weekend. 

After travelling to Blackburn Rovers on 
Tuesday (Apr 21) of this week, Millwall face two 
teams vying for play-off places - Derby County 
at The Den on Saturday followed by a trip to 
Wolves on the final day. 

The Lions have conceded more goals at home 
(35) than any other side in the division, which is 
two more than Fulham and Blackpool, while no 
team has scored less than Millwall on its travels. 

Fulham have thrown away some leads this 
season, but allowing the south London club - 
who have only won four away league games all 
season, scoring just 15 goals - to overhaul them 
at the final hurdle would take the biscuit. 

The ball would probably have behaved better 


at Blackpool if the game had been played on 
the nearby beach, or even Bishop's Park, rather 
than this wretched surface and Symons 
summed up the lack of quality on a sunlit 
afternoon when he said: "It was a scrappy, 
horrible, pretty ugly affair but it was imperative 
we came and got a win and we managed to do 
that. 

"It's been tough lately, to say the least, it's not 
been the most enjoyable. 

"But that's four away games now on the spin 
unbeaten and four games unbeaten 
consecutively for us as well, so sometimes great 
trees grow from small seeds. 

"We got the win we needed and a clean sheet 
to boot. We rode our luck a couple of times but 
then could have scored another one towards 
the end. But I'll just take the three points 
however they come at this stage of the season. 
It's very welcome. 

"I said it wasn't all about the performance, it 
was about finding a way to get the win, get the 
three points. It wasn't a classic, it's not one that 
I'll be showing my grandkids in years to come, 
but it was a very important win for this football 
club." 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


most is the Premier League - as soon as possible. But 
if it happens in the last game, it’s in the last game. We 
don’t go to Arsenal on Sunday or to Leicester City the 
following Wednesday with the obsession of ‘it has to 
be that day’. This title is very close.” 

Another handed key responsibility was Kurt 
Zouma, who was detailed to keep United’s 
Marouane Fellaini out of the game. 

“I told Kurt Zouma that I want the game to be 10 
against 10,” said Mourinho, suggesting that Fellaini 
needed to be kept quiet. 

“I don’t want the game to be 11 against 11,1 want it 
to be 10 against 10. And we are going to work during 
the week for that. During the week we were working 
for that and the game was 10 against 10.” 

French youngster Zouma has been deployed in a 
number of defensive roles this season and was again 
the anchorman in midfield. 

“He understands the jobs he is doing for us,” said 
Mourinho. “He played as a central defender against 
Manchester City’s Sergio Aguero and against 
Liverpool’s Raheem Sterling. As a midfield player he 
took the holding role against Tottenham in the Capital 
One Cup final. On Saturday, against Man United, he 
played to stop Fellaini from playing in the penalty box. 

“He is doing amazing jobs for us. He is not just 
physically strong, he is mentally very strong too. He 
has learned a lot from the tactical point of view since 
his arrival. So we can imagine, at 20-years old, 
Chelsea has 10 years of Zouma.” 

Fellaini tickets mystery 

So how did Mourinho prepare to stop Fellaini, 
Hazard’s Belgium international team-mate? 

“We used Ruben Loftus-Cheek as a substitute for 
Fellaini in training,” he revealed, but all the week’s 
hard work could have come unstuck. 

“Let me tell you a good story,” Mourinho went on. 
“I woke up on Saturday at the hotel and went 
downstairs and the doorman told me: ‘Fellaini doesn’t 
play’. ‘Why?’ I asked. 

“The doorman told me: ‘Fellaini doesn't play, 
because he was here to get tickets for the game from 
Eden Hazard and he was dressed in jeans. 

“The doorman then asked him again: ‘What do you 
want here?’ And he said: ‘I am Fellaini and I come to 
get tickets from my friend Eden Hazard’. 

“The doorman said that if he was here, then he 
couldn’t be playing. 

“This didn't smell well for me,” said Mourinho. 

“So I went online, to Google, and I typed in ‘Fellaini 
brother’. Images! The guy took a lot of pictures in the 
hotel with people. People were asking who he was and 
he was taking pictures with them saying: ‘I'm Fellaini’. 

“So I took the online pictures to the doorman. I say: 
‘Hey, this one or this one?’ And he looks and says: 
‘This one’. 

“It’s then I realise it’s his brother!” he laughs. 
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